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‘lars to the fund originally set apart, and it was 
expressly stipulated that this should be in full of all 
the claims of the Cherokees. But they were still 
dissftisfied. They again applied to Congress, and 
in consequence of a report made by Judge White, 
who was then chairman of the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs in the Senate, in 1838, an additional 
appropriation, a voluntary grant, was made of over 
a million of dollars: thus making our expenditures 
nearly seven millions of dollars, instead of the five 
millions originally appropriated. 
Itis well known what obstacles a certain party 
among the Cherokees threw in the way of the emi- 
ration of the nation, and, taking the expenditures | 
which the Government have already incurred, to- 
ether with what they will yet have to pay on 
account of the removal of the Indians, they gannot 
amount to less than ten millions of dollars. Still 
the Indians ave not satisfied; and [ can see no 
reason why they should be, so long as they see the 
facilities which they have for obtaining money 
whenever they make their complaints, and the 
facilities in obtaining agents to follow up their 
claims before Congress. Concerning some of the 
articles of the treaty made with the Cherokee na- 
tion in 1846, which treaty gives rise to the question 
now before us, there isa doubt whether they were 
not ill advised, and whether the Senate ought to 
have ratified them. But, be thatas it may, weare 
bound by the provisions of that treaty; and if it 
ean be clearly established that the sums embraced 
in the coeuiiaad of the Senator from Tennessee 
are due to the Cherokees under it, 1 shall be as | 
ready as any man to vote for the proposition. But, 
before proceedipg any further, I would ask the 
Senator from Tennessee whether, in his amend- 
ment, there is embraced a sum on account of the 
claims of the Cherokees in North Carolina, or any 
other claims incidentally alluded to in the report of 
the Comptroller and Auditor? 
Mr. BELL was understood to say, in reply, 
that it was necessary to ascertain the amount of 
appropriations made at the last session of Con- | 
gress for the benefit of the Indians of North Caro- 
lina, and that the claims of the Indians of North 
Carolina who applied at the last Congress for a 
settlement ,were specified in the written answer 
returned; and he asked that the statement might 
be read by the Secretary. 


[The paper was read accordingly.] 


Mr. ATHERTON. The officers may not see 
any difficulty in making appropriations of the 
whole amount; but I ask*why not, when there is 
alarge amount to be deducted in Srder to make | 
the account correct? That amount is not deducted. | 

But, on the subject involved in the treaty of || 
1846, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, at the 
last session, made a report to the Secretary of | 
War, and that was submitted for the guidance of | 
Congress. The matter was taken into consider- || 
ation by the department having éognizance of the 
subject, and best able to come to a correct and 
satisfactory conclusion. This result is contained 
- message of the President of the United States || 
[Executive Doc. No. 65, H. R.] transmitting a | 
report from the Secretary of War and the Com- 
missioner of Indian Affairs. 

[The document was read for the information of 
the Senate. } 

Well, sir, the Cherokees or some of their agents 
profess to be dissatisfied with this report. A joint 
resolution, having the effect of a law, if passed, 
was brought here at the close of the last session— 
and this is another evidence of the facility with 
which appropriations are made—and, although it 
was ietneteesee late in the session, it was passed and 
became a Jaw. That law required that the Second 
Comptroller and Second Apliter should go into an 
examination of the various claims of the Indians 
arising under the treaty of 1846; and those Sena- 
tors who were then present will remember that the 
reason then givén for the passage of this resolution | 
was, that the subject involved so many matters of | 
detail, so many vouchers were required, that it || 
was impossible for oF committee to go into an || 
€Xamination thoroughly, and that the settlement || 
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of these amounts belonged to the Executive officers 
rather than to Congress; but that Congress were 
to settle the principle after the amounts had been 


settled. It was also stated that there were creat | 


errors in the report of the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, in respect to the sums to be appropriated. 
The main arguments for referring this matter to the 
Auditor and Comptroller were, that there were 
errors in the sums returned by the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs, and that there wasno time to go into 


an examination, and to settle definitely che amounts | 


which should be allowed. In consequence of this 
suggestion these joint resolutions become a law. 
And what next? I think it my duty to trace the 
progress of this affair as far as I recollect the de- 
tails of it. At this session a joint resolution was 
brought in requiring the Comptroller and Auditor 
to report what was the amount of balance due the 
Cherokees, taking the sums reported by the Com- 
missioner of Indian Affairs, thus shifting the whole 
nature of the investigation. The joint resolution 
referring this matter to the Comptroller and Audit- 
or was on the ground that they might examine 


| the vouchers, because no committee of Congress 


could do it. And the resolution passed My the 
Senate alone gave another aspect to the matter. 
The resolution requires the Comptroller and Audit- 
or to report the result of their investigations, but 
to take in the sums in which it was said there were 
so great errors. Now, I object to taking this as 
the basis of action, because the Senate had no 
right to alter a law of Congress. They stepped 
aside from their authority. This duty, if it de- 
volved upon the Comptroller and Auditor at all, 
was devolved by the joint resolution of both 
Houses of Congress, and the Senate alone could 
not alter the law relating to this matter, and order 
them to report, taking the sums given by the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs as a basis. And 
what is it, taking their report as a whole? It.is 
a mere amount of figures. Are they to settle 
principle for us? The ground on which it was 
referred to those officers was, that we are to settle 
the principles. Well, here is a report, not tak- 
ing examination of any sums but those given 
by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. And 
these sums we are asked to be bound by. There 


|is no argument, no reasoning why they take 


this article of this or any other treaty. Are we 
to take this for our rule of action? It seems 
not, sir. The report of the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs is elaborate and able. He gives 


|| reasons in his report for the conclusions at which 


he arrives. But he may be mistaken. It is not 
for a report, giving no reasons, no figures, to be 
taken as law, when the report, made by the very 
officers of the Government appointed by us, going 
into elaborate reasoning, is to be set aside. I ask 


'again, why should a resolution of the Senate 
| change the object and intention of a joint resolution 


of both Houses of Congress, whichehas the force 


and effect of alaw? In regard to one portion of | 
| this amendment, the report of the Comptroller and 
| Auditor is silent altogether; it keeps it out of view 


altogether. In fact, | am informed it was their 


| decision that they had no right to consider any 
claims of any of the Old Settlers among the Cher- | 
okees. But the resolution required them to report | 


the claims of the Cherokee nation, and considered 
the Ross party as the nation so referred to. But 


the Senate will see how important it is that we | 
| Should not blindly adopt their figures without | 


reasons, when they come to perceive that the ve 

ground on which the report stands, and that the re- 
port in favor of the Ross party, involves also an ad- 
dition to the amount allowed by the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs to be paid to the Old Setiler party, 
of two hundred thousand dollars. THe amendment 
of the honorable Senator from Tennessee seems 


of the sum allowed by the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, $184,071 21, and with no reason given, or 
any argument. It is a mere statement of figures, 
and that altering a provision and resolution of the 


+ 


| 
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last session of Congress—altering altogether the 
object of reference. 

The Commissioner of Indian Affairs conceives 
that there is due to the Old Settler party more than 
four hundred thousand dollars, and that sum is to 
be increased by an addition of two hundred thou- 
sand dollars. I would ask the Senator from Ten- 
nessee if I am right? 

Mr. BELL. One hundred and sixty-six thou- 
sand. * 

Mr. ATHERTON. I think I have said enough 
to draw the attention of the Senate to this matter; 
and [I do hope that it will not be acted on without 
a full investigation. It seems to me that we can- 
not take the figures of the Comptroller and Auditor 
without reason ang argument; that it would be un- 
safe to set aside the report of the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs; and that this is of sufficient impor- 
tance to be made a subject of separate considera- 
tion, both for the Senate and the House of Repre- 
sentatives. This matter contains so many difficult 
questions to decide, so many perplexing consider- 
ations, that we should be doing injustice to the 
treasury and to ourselves, if we undertake to de- 
cide in this hasty manner on this important ques- 
tion. I hope this whole subject may be referred to 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and that the 
whole may be settled in a manner satisfactory to 
Congress and to the Indians themselves, 

Mr. BELL. As I have before stated, I believe 
there is not a shadow of difficulty in the whole 
question, excépt the difficulty of drawing the at- 
tention of the Senate to its consideration. I differ 
wholly from the honorable Senator from New 
Hampshire, when he states that the subject in- 
volves many nice and complex questions. I[tisa 
question merely of interpretation as to the third, 
fourth, and ninth articles of the treaty, and no dif- 
ficulty can arise in the construction of those articles, 
if Senators will give them their attention. There 
are one or two remarks of the Senator from New 
Hampshire that I desire briefly to refer to. 

The Senator from New Hanipshire seems to 
assume that the ground upon which this question 
was formerly based has been changed. He alludes 
to the debate on the adoption of the resolution at 
the last session, referring this whole question to 
the Auditor and Comptroller. As far as the Sen- 
ator went, he stated the argument correctly, show- 
ing, that among other things done, the report of 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, which had 
been prepared after a very careful investigation, 
and having perhaps ten thousand items in the 
various accounts, was regarded by the Indian del- 
egations concerned as incorrect and erroneous in 
many of the statements made. It was said by the 
Senator also at that time, that the Committee on 
Indian Affairs could not undertake to investigate 
the accuracy of these items, and the best way of 
settling the matter was to refer it to the examina- 
tion of the Comptroller and Auditor. The Sena- 
tor might have added, but omitted to say, that the 
committee regarded the interpretation by the Com- 
missioner of the stipulations of the treaty of 1846, 
in many respects, as grossly erroneous in the con- 
clusions. But the committee, taking the whole 
report together, and because the duty seemed to 
have devolved upon that committee of pointing out 
the errors in the account which the Commissioner 
should have investigated, desired that it be referred 
to the Comptroller and Auditor; and, in addition, 
that they might have their judgment upon the legal 
interpretation of the treaty, the Comptroller being 
one of the commissioners who made the treaty. 

The honorable Senator has charged that we agree 
to take the report of the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs now when we would not at the last session, 
and that thus we have changed the ground on 


'|‘which we based our application formerly. The 
to proceed on this principle; that is, to allow five | 
hundred and eighty-six thousand three hundred | 
and ninety-eight dollars and forty-six cents to the | 
Cherokee nation; this sum is to be allowed in place | 


fact is, that the report he made at the last session 
was protested against by the parties interested, as 
containing various items that were not correct. 
But, sir, what is the case now? Why, we waive 
all that; we voluntarily lose all the benefit which 
might have resulted from that investigation; we 


| surrender all our doubts in regard to those items, 
and will take the report of the very officer whom 
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the Senator states was the correct one to examine 
the matter as tu those facts. 

Mr. ATHERTON. You will not take it. 

Mr. BELL. We do take it. We waive any 
objection to this account. We pocket the loss, and 
do not insist upon any investigation either by Con- 
gress or by the officers of the Government. 

What more do you obtain by this report, then, 
the gentleman now inquires, than you received 
when it Was presented at the last session? I an- 


swer, that we obtain the judgement of the Comp- > 


troller and the Auditor as to the proper interpre- 
tation of the treaty. The gentleman from New 
Hampshire says that the Commissioner is the 
rapper officer to be trusted. Well, sir, as I have 
fies said, we submit to his rendition of the 
accounts, and ask no further inyestigation. ‘The 
agents of these Indian tribes have also agreed to 
Jet his statement stand, in order that the settlement 
of their other just demands upon the Government 
may not further be postponed. 

The question then at issue is reduced down to 
one as to the legal interpretation of the treaty of 
1846. Every gentleman must readily perceive, 
upen examination, that the matter in this respect 
is perfectly clear. 

The Senator further says that a difficulty occurs 
in the difference in judgment of the two officers in 
regard to the stipulations of the tre aty of 1846. He 
says, also, that the Auditor and the Comptroller 
give no reasops for their particular judgmentin the 
matter. Now, I would ask the honorable Senator 
if he has given any reason for his difference in 
opinion with them? Has he read that important 
article of the treaty of 1846—the third article? Flas 
he perceived that it acknowledged, in express 
terms, that the Indian fund under the treaty of 
1835 has been improperly charged with these items, 
and that they should be reimbursed? I have al- 
ready alluded to what is regarded to have been the 
grounds of a difference of opinion between the two 
officers. 

The ninth article of the treaty enumerates the 
various heads of charges that should be allowed; 
and the third article excludes those items which 
have been considered as improper allowances, and 
which the Government stipulated in the treaty of 
1846 should be reimbursed. Now, where is the 
ground upon which the honorable Senator will say 
that this question shall not be adjusted at@ncc ? 
The subject of the inaccuracy of these items is not 
now before us. That is watved. 

[Mr. B. here read extracts from the report of 
Mr. Medill, showing, by a comparison of its 
statements with others before him, that the com- 
mittee had adopted the items as correct; and then 
continued :] 

It will not do to question, cither, the terms of 
the treaty, upon the ground that there was a mis- 
take made by the Commissioner in fixing its 
terms, as it has been suggested by the Commis- 
sioner of Indian Affairs. It is a lawful treaty, 
and, whether improperly or gratuitously entered 
into, it is binding upon our Government. 

Again: the Senator remarks that this report of 
the Second Auditor does not say one word-about 
the claims of the Old Settlers. TI would state, that 
after the balance due under the ninth article was 
ascertained by the Comptroller and Auditor, the 
amount due to the Old Settlers was provided for 
in the treaty in such a manner that its settlement 
would follow as a necessary corollary. The 
simple rules of addition and subtraction are all 
that is necessary to be employed in ascertaining 
the amount due to the Old Settlers; the treaty pro- 
vided for it in terms not to be mistaken. It says 
that they shall be entitled to one-third of the old 
belance due the Cherokee nation proper under the 
ninth article of the treaty, after deducting from 
the whole amount of indebtedness, under the 
head of subsistence and removal, every charce 
exceeding the rate of fifty-three dollars and odd 
cents per capita. lL appeal to the honorable Sen- 
ator if there can be any doubt about this matter? 
At the last session of Congress a claim was ine 
serted in the Indian appropriation bill, to be paid 
to the North Carolina Indians yet residing east, 
and it was resolved that it should be paid out of 
this fund appropriated under the treaty of 1835. 
I advocated the proposition that it should not be 
paid out of that fund; for I contended that the 
Government had no right to pay it from this fund, 
because there was no provision in the treaty of 
1835 authorizing the payment out of tnat fund. 


THE CONGR 


| 


This amendment came from the House, and was 

sent back; a committee of conference was appoint- 

ed by the two Houses, and the amendment of the 

House was adopted. I was opposed to the prin- 

ciple myself, because I considered that Congress 

had no right to make such an appropriation out of | 
this fund, if they meant to do justice to these In- 

dians, in accordance with the stipulations of the 
treaty of 1835. It should have been taken from 
the treasury of the United States, and not from the 
money due another tribe. Congress in that case 
assumed a discretion of the fund which they had 
no right to assume; and if the matter ever comes 
up again for investigation, Senators will be obliged 
to come to that conclusion. 

The only difficulty, if any can be presented, in 
the way of making this appropriation is, that there 
is an outstanding claim, the amount of which is 
not defined, and we do not know when it can be 
ascertained. We know it probably cannot exceed 
a certain amount, say one hundred and fifty thou- 
sand dollars—it may not be more than forty thou- 
sand dollars—it will probably amount to only one 
hundred thousand dollars. The extent of the 
amount depends upon the energy of the officers of 
the Government in adjusting the claims under the 
act passed at the last session. They may be able 
to make a complete settlement at this session, per- 
haps not until the next. But, in the mean time, | 
a portion of the amount of six hundred and eighty- 
three thousand and odd dollars will be sufficient to | 
meet the demand that now arises. Upon having 
some doubts as to how that matter should be man- | 
aged, we addressed a Jetter to the Comptroller of 
the Treasury, and he replied that the balance of 
this fund could not be paid to the Cherokees until 
the North Carolina claims were adjusted. There | 
can be no objection to this amount remaining in || 
the treasury until the account with the North |! 
Carolina Indians is settled, and in the mean time | 
we can be disposing of the four or five hundred | 
thousand dollars for the Cherokee Indians. 

The Senator complains that there is not a full4 
Senate; but, I ask, when will it probably be more 
inclined to listen to the discussion on this question 
than at the present time? The session is already 
drawing to a close; pressing and important bills 
are yet to be considered, and the advent of an in- 
coming Administration always claims the attention 
of members, if not of all, at least of a large por- | 
tion of them. If we do not make this appropria- 
tion in this bill, there will be none made at this 
session. The committee of the other House can 
have no difficulty in examining it. An examina- 
tion of the third, fourth, and ninth articles of the | 
treaty, by awy gentleman capable of making such 
examination, cannot fail to convince of the cor- 
rectness of the case. There is no necessity for | 
making a separate bill of the subject. My opinion | 
is, that it will require very little attention by the | 
Committee of Ways and Means in the House. | 
The bill for carrying into effect the various treaties 
and stipulations made with the Indian tribes, is 
the proper one in which this appropriation should 
be inserted. 
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_in his interpretations of the treaty. 


E. 


Jan. 29, 


i I shal] ' 
for his amendment. all vote 


Mr. DICKINSON. Mr. President, as it jg nos 
probable that we shall get a vote upon this am - 
ment to-day, I would move to postpone 
consideration of the subject until to-mo 
desire to move an Executive session. 

Severar Senators. No, no; let us dispose or 
this question now. ips 

Mr. DICKINSON withdrew his motion, 

Mr. NILES was understood to say that h 
to make an inquiry in relation to this mat 
thought that the officers of the treasury, who had 
this subject under their supervision, were general!, 
very careful and accurate in their recommend J 
tions. If their recommendation in this ease wae 
correct, he thought the question a very simple one 
He wanted to know whether the grant now asked 
for was the precise sum which the Auditor and the 
Comptroller were satisfied, by their investizations 
of this matter, should be granted? He wanted to 
know, also, whether the report of the Committee 
on Indian Affairs was founded upon the report of 
the Muditor and Comptroller; and he wished to 
know further whether the act referred to as hayine 
been passed at the last session, was submitted to the 
Auditor and Comptroller for their investigation? 
If that act had not been submitted to those officers, 
it would seem that their report could not be con. 
clusive. It seems that there was some difference 
of opinion in relation to the interpretation of some 
of the sections, and if these officers had miscon 
strued the treaty, and thus fallen into an error, he 
thought it worth while to examine into that point; 
but, if the proper officers had investigated this 


nend. 
the furthe; 
row, as I 


€ wished 
ter. He 


_ subject, and had decided upon the interpretation of 
, the treaty, and had made a report upon their pre- 


cise understanding of it, he would vote for it. 
Mr. BELL said he would state, in reply to the 


| Senator from Connecticut, that the committee had 


adopted the precise report of the officers referred 
to, and that they had also adopted their interpre- 
tation of the treaty. He would ask the honorable 
Senator from Vermont [Mr. Puexrs] to add his 
testimony to what had already been said. 

Mr. PHELPS said he did not feel disposed to 
debate the subject further. He said he entered 
into the investigation of the subject in order to 


get rid, if possible, of this very large claim, but 


he had been compelled, on an examination of the 
treaty, and a comparison of it with the report of 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and the report 
of the Auditor, to admit its justness. He would 
further state that, if he was not mistaken, he ought, 
perhaps, to add that the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs had made a very elaborate report, in which 
he placed the sum due to the Indians much below 
the amount proposed in the amendment, and that 
report, if he mistook not, was before the Auditor 
and Comptroller at the time they were investiga- 
ting the subjéct. The committee, he said, after 
a full investigation of all the facts of the case, 


| were forced to the conclusion that a fair interpre- 


I think also that some little credit 1 


must be given to the investigations of the standing || 


committees. I do not claim for the Committee on 
Indian Affair$ any preéminence in this matter, or | 
that anything they shall report here shall pass | 
without receiving the most rigid scrutiny; but when 
the question has been before Congress and fully 


and elaborately considered, I do think it should || 


| 
j 


receive our attention, now that opportunity is 
offered. It properly belongs to the bill now under 
consideration. 
Mr. ATCHISON was understood to say that he || 
did not intend to advance anything further in sup- 
port of the bill. The committee, he said, was very || 
full when the subject was under consideration, | 
there being four members present. He said the 
committee had adopted the same interpretation of | 
the treaty that was adopted by the Comptroller and | 
Auditor, and had arrived at the same conclusions 
at which thage two officers had arrived. He had | 
nothing more to say in relation to the subject. | 
Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, I shall detain 
the Senate but a moment. I méfely wish to say 


that I entertained some general views in relation 

to this matter just before examining this bill, which | 
had passed from my mind; and since the Senator | 
from Tennessee has brought them to my recollec- || 
tion, [ remember that they were similar to those | 
which he has expressed. I am perfectly satisfied || 
that the Senator from Tennegsee is entirely correct (| 


tation of the treaty demanded the payment of the 
amount proposed in the amendment. 

Mr. ATHERTON said, that, in reply to the 
question of the Senator from Connecticut, ({Mr. 
Nixes,} he would merely remark that the Senator 
from Tennessee, [Mr. Bex] who introduced the 


|| joint resolution referring this matter to the Aud- 


iter and Comptroller, had since altered his reso- 


lution. He believed that the resolution at first 


referred this matter generally to those officers, 
| but it was objected by several Senators, and among 


others, by the Senator from Maine, [Mr. Brav- 
BuryY,] who sat before him, that the Commissioner 
of Iwidian Affairs had made an elaborate report 
upon the subject to Congress, and that it should 
not, therefore, be referred back to be definitely 


settled by the Auditor and Comptroller. To ob- 


viate that objection, the Senator from ‘Tennessee 
had modified his resolution so as to require the Au- 


| ditor and Comptroller to make their report to Con- 
gress; and the argument, as he had said before, in 


favor of allowing the Auditor and Comptroller to 


settle the amount of the grant was, that it would 


be impossible for the committee to go into an 
investigation of all these sums and examine all the 
vouchers, and that the settlement of the amount 


+ to be paid belonged rather to the Executive than 


to Congress. That, he said, was the argument 


| then urged in favor of the settlement of ,the 


amount by the Auditor and Comptroller, and now 
this report urges the Senate to take the report of 
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Auditor and Comptroller as the basis of their 
action. But, he said, no argument, no reason is 
siven why that report should be adopted by the 
Senate as the basis of their action; It contains 
merely a barren, dry statement of figures. The 
resolution passed at the last session referred the 
whole subject to these officers, but the joint reso- 
jytion of the Senator from ‘Tennessee (continued 
Mr. A.) undertook to alter the whole scope of the 
law. It provided that the Auditor and Comptroller 
should present a report of the sums due to the 
Cherokee nation, thus setting aside the main du- 
ties of the Committee on Indians Affairs. Now, 
sir, it seems, under these circumstances, that we 
are not called upon to take as our guide, and as 
the basis of our action, this mere statement of 
goures by the Auditor and Comptroller. The 
siatement is worth just as much as the reasons 
ynon which it is founded are worth. We do not 
know what the reasons are, as they are not given. 
The report of the Commissioner, however, goes 
into. an argument on the whole subject. That, Mr. 
President, is my Objection to taking the report of 
the Auditor and Comptroller as the basis of our 
action. 

Mr. BRADBURY. Mr. President, I have be- 
fore me the joint resolution adopted by Congress 
at the last session, and I desire to cal! the attention 
of the Senate to its provisions. The resolution 
adopted August 7, 1848, provides: 

“That the proper accounting officers of the Treasury be, 
and they are hereby, required to make a just and fair state- 
ment of the claims of the Cherokee nacion of Indians, 
according to the principles established by the treaty of 
August, 1846."? 

« To make a just and fair statement of the claims 
ot the Cherokee nation of Indians.” 
Comptroller and the Second Auditor, who are the 
proper accounting officers. of the Treasury, have 
not yet responded to that resolution, and herein, I 
apprehend, isthe mistake. The inquiry was made 
whether we are now called upon to carry out the 
decision of these officers to whom the question 
was referred, and an answer which seemed to 


the 


imply the affirmative was given. I do not so under- | 


stand it. I find here before us a report of the Sec- 


The Second | 
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from Tennessee stated, if 1 mistake not, that a 


mistake of forty thousand dollars had been made, 
and that that sum had been twice paid to the same 
Indians. 

Mr. BELL was understood to say that he did, 
at one time, suppose that the mistake alluded to 
by the Senator from Maine had been made; but, 
upon a further examination, he found that he had 
been led into error himself—that no such mistake 
had been made. 

Mr. BRADBURY. Mr. President, I have but 
a few more words to add to what I have said. I 
am very happy to find that the report in relation 
to this money having been twice paid was a mis- 
take; but I wish to say that I think that where 
such large sums are to be appropriated, we should 
examine the matter with great care. I hope that 
this subject will be allowed to lie over until to- 
morrow, in order that we may have an opportunity 
of giving it further examination. 

Mr. ATHERTON. Mr. President, there was 
one point which I forgot to mention in my reply 
to the Senator from Connecticut, which is this: 
One of the items ($600,000) embraced in the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Tennessee has not been 
reported upon at all by the Auditor and Comptroller, 
as I understand the matter. They say nothing of 
it whatever. They interpreted the resolution un- 


der which they acted as authorizing them merely 


to inquire into the claims of the Cherokee nation; 
and they considered the Ross party as the Chero- 
kee nation, and refused to take into consideration 


| the claims of the party known as the Old Settler 


party: therefore the lerger part’of the amendment 
of the Senator from Tennessee has not been re- 
ported upon at all by the Comptroller and Aud- 
itor. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. President, as the Senator 
from Maine has adverted to the injury that results 


| from hasty legislation on subjects of this kind, and 
| has at the same time referred to an error that ts 


ond Comptroller and the Second Auditor, in com- | 


pliance with the resolution of the Senate, adopted || 


on the 10th of January instant; but these officers 


have not yet reported in compliance with the joint | 


resolution. 

The honorable Senator who had this matter in 
charge at the last session selected a mode for the in- 
vestigation of this subject, and that mode of investi- 
gation was adopted by Congress, not merely by the 
Senate, but by both Houses of Congress, and now 
I want a report from these officers in compliance 
with that act of Congress. I do not wish them to 
state, or the resolution to say, ‘* see what your 
award will be if you take a certain basis which 
was not in the original resolution as your guide.” 
We asked them to make an investigation of these 


claims, to examine this whole subject thoroughly, | 


and when their statements come in, they must be 
accompanied by reasons, and then we shall be 
prepared to act. 

In this private statement, in response to the res- 
olution of the present month, I find another matter 


‘| Indians. 


which may claim attention in our appropriation of | 


millions. They say, ‘* what sums may be properly 
‘allowed and paid under the treaty of 1835, and 


‘what sums are justly chargeable and to be de- | 


‘ducted, cannot now be ascertained.”” Thus the 


Comptrolterand Auditor who are to investigate this | 
matter even after the resolution of the present | 


month, inform the Senate ‘that they cannot as- 


certain what sums are charg@able, and to be de- | 


ducted.” And, further, in the letter from the 
Comptroller, it is stated “on this very day a claim 
was presented and allowed which was properly 
chargeable to this fund.’’ I would admonish the 
Senate that it should Be careful how these appro- 
priations are made; when at the last session an 


appropriation was made embracing forty thousand | 


dollars which had been paid once before to the 
very Indians to whom it was then paid. 
to these matters to show that at the Jast session a 
large sum was appropriated to discharge a debt 
which had been previously paid. 

Mr. YULEE was understood to sa 
thought the Senator from Maine was mistaken in 


regard to the payment of forty thousand dollars | 


twice. He did not believe that such a mistake had 
been made. 


Mr. BRADBURY. The honorable Senator 


I allude | 


that he 


said to have occurred in a settlement made with 
reference to Indian claims heretofore, | beg leave 
to make one remark. 

At the last session of Congress we were called 


upon to appropriate something like two hundred | 


thousand dollars—a little more than that amount, 
I think—for the benefit of the Creek Indians. It 


| was alleged at the time, I believe, that the amount 


had been previously paid to the State of Georgia, ! 


but in fraud of the law, and hence the United 


| States were bound to pay it for the benefit of the 


Now, I undertake to say, relying upon 
information which I have received, that there was 


/ an error of forty thousand dollars made.in the set- 


tlement, and that this forty thousand dollars has 
been paid three times on account of errors growing 
out of that very transaction. 


Mr. BERRIEN, (interposing.) The Senator’s 


expression is too strong. He says that this money | 
was paid to the State of Georgia “in fraud of the | 


law.” This is not so. No money has been paid 
to the State of Georgia in fraud of any law. The 
money was paid to citizens of Georgia upon the 
recommendation of commissioners, who were ap- 
ointed to examine and adjudicate the claims. 

Mr. BRIGHT. The facts of this case, as I un- 
derstand them, are as follows: The United States, 
in a treaty with the Creek Indians, undertook to 
pay so much for their lands. It was further stip- 
ulated that a certain amount should be retained to 
pay for spoliations perpetrated upon the citizens 
of Georgia. 


Mr. BERRIEN. Not theState of Georgia. 9 | 


Mr. BRIGHT. Citizens of Georgia. 

Mr. BERRIEN. Yes; citizens of Georgia. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Upon an investigation of the 
amount of the claims, it turned out to be less than 


was anticipated at the time the treaty was made. | 
Georgia claimed the benefit of the amount remain- || 


ing in the treasury of the United States, and under 
an order made by President Jackson it was paid. 
These { understand to be the facts in relation to 
the matter. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia, was understood to 
say that this money was paid to the State of 
Georgia under an order from the Attorney Gen- 
eral, and that the State was not responsible for the 
amount paid her. It was paid in pursuance of an 


| act of Congress, and under the instructions of the 
then Attorney General. As for the forty thousand 
dollars which, it is averred, was paid by mistake | 
|| to the Creek Indians at the last session, but which 
‘| payment, he thought, was made bona fide, he con- 
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sidered now, as he did then, that the amount thus 
appropriated at the last session was a donation to 
the Indians to the full amount. He considered 
that the amount paid to the State of Georgia by 
virtue of the act of 1834, was a full discharge of 
all the claims which the Indians had against the 
State by virtue of the treaty out of which the 
claim grew. These, he said, were the circum- 
stances under which the appropriation was made 
during the administration of General Jackson, and 
the appropriation made at-the last session was 
made with a full knowledge of all these facts. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Mr, President, it is not import- 
ant to the purpose which | have in view to decide 
whether the State of Georgia or the Indians were 
enutled to the amount patd. T rose merely to say, 
what is admitted, that the State of Georgia has 
received the amount, and that the Creek Indians 
subsequently claiméd it. Congress decided that 
the payment to Georgia was in violation of the 
treaty, and good faith required that it should be 
paid to the Indians; consequently, a bill was passed 


¢ at the last session authorizing the payment of the 


sum of forty thousand dollars to the Indians. Thus 
it is clear that the amount has been twice paid. 
Now, what I wish to say is this: I have learned 
from one of the officers of the department that be- 
tween the time of the payment made to the State 
of Georgia and the passage of the bill at the last 
session authorizing the payment of this sum to the 
Indians, a forty thousand dollar item had been paid 
to the Indians, which would be a payment of the 
sum of forty thousand dollars three times on the 
part of the United States, growing out of that 
transaction, 

I refer to this merely for the purpose of showing 
the evil and injury that results from the appropri- 
ation of half a million out of the treasury without 
a thorough understanding of what the appropria- 
tion is made for on the part of every gentleman 
who votes. 

Mr. BELL. Mr. President, for fear that the 
remarks of the gentleman from Indiana should 
make an impressjon upon honorable Senators, I 
beg leave to make an explanation. I admit that no 
Senator should vote for any amount of appropria- 
tion, whether it be five hundred dollars or five 
hundred millions of dollars, without understand- 
ing what he is doing. 

Sut with regard to the statement of the honor- 
able Senator over the way, I believe that he was 
present at a conversation between myself and the 
Secretary of War upon this subject. I had learned 
that the forty thousand dollars that had been voted 
to the Creek Indians at the last session was not a 
part of that which was in dispute between Georgia 
and the Indians, buta distinct item. The Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs, in both Houses of Congress, 
had sanctioned the appropriation, and both Houses 
of Congress had sanctioned it, and that after the 
Committee on Indian Affairs had called on the de- 
partment to enlighten them upon the subject, and 
to show them whether the money had been paid or 
not. After every investigation had been made, 


‘| with all the care which the committee could bestow 


on the subject, I yet learned that we had madea 
mistake, and had agreed to pay the Creek Indians 
forty thousand dollars which they had long since 
received. The discovery was made subsequent to 
the passage of the act of the last session, by the 
vigilance of the accounting officers, who found 


|| some error made prior to the appropriation, and it 


was further reported to me that the delegates of 
that tribe who came here and made application for 
that appropriation must have been aware, from 


'| personal knowledge, that the sum had been previ- 


ously paid. 

| Sir, I felt indignant at the idea that we should 
be imposed upon for any amount under such cir- 
cumstances; and, having occasion to visit the 
| department upon other business, I expressed my 
| indignation at the imposition, and my strong sense 
of the necessity, if we had any means of doing 80, 
of punishing sch frauds upon Congress. But 
have subsequently pursued this investigation, and 
have learned that no evidence has yet been found 


| which proves that this money was previously paid 
| to the 


ndians. Therefore, the honorable Senator 
from Indiana was mistaken, as well as myself; 
and I will say, that although I have since assid- 
uously pursued the inquiry, there is no reason yet, 
so far as | have been able to ascertain, for sup- 
| posing that we have been imposed upon in this 
| matter. 
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Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. President, I desire to 
make but a very few remarks upon the subject 
now under consideration. Having been a member 
of the committee which investigated this subject, I 
deem it my duty to say that my mind is perfectly 
natisfied that the claim is a just one, and ought to 
be paid. I have not been in the habit of urging 
elaims upon the consideration of this body, nor 
have I any disposition to vindicate the rights of 
the Indians beyond what [ think is proper and 
just. 

It is very remarkable that extraneous matters 
should be introduced into this case for the purpose 
of producing difficulty or hinderance in the adjust- 
ment of a lawful clam existing against this Gov- 
ernment. It is a very easy matter for officers at 
the head of departments to throw impediments, by 
sucvestions, unwarranted and untrue in themselves, 
in the way of the adjudicatiof and passage of just 
claims by this body. For instance, in relation to 
this sum that has been paid to the Creek Indians, 
improperly and fraudulently paid, or paid as you 
please, or not paid at all, a rumor is circulated by 
rome one in the department, charging upon the 
delegation of Indians that came here to have the 
claim adjusted, that they applied for the money 
and obtained it with the full knowledge that it had 
been already paid; and, further, it is stated by this 
same rumor—and it is an instance of remarkable 
and most extraordinary sagacity—-that the head of 
the Indian Bureau detected this error, but unfor- 
tunately this savacious and vieilant gentleman did 
not detect the mistake until it was too late to rec- 
tify it. 

Well, now, if this be true, these Indians must 
have been very savacious indeed to have believed 
that the records would be falsified, and that they 
would be successful in getting their claim allowed, 
althongh it had been once paid already, before the 
discerning and sagacious head of the department 
would be able to detect the fraud. If these Indians 
accomplished all this, they certainly deserve a 
great deal of credit for their smartness. But, sir, 
this happens not to be a case of that kind. It is 

manifest that these Indians have a just claim arising 
under the treaty with that tribe, and the treaty 
provides the manner in which it shall be disposed 
of and paid to the different classes of the popula- 
tion, because there was the ‘Old Settler” party and 
the **Emigrant’”’ party, and this happens to be the 
“Old Settler’? party, or the party of Old Settlers. 

Now, sir, how aye we ever to ascertain the 
justness of this claim and the propriety of its pres- 
ent adjustment? Is it to be done by every Senator 
looking over a file of vouchers and documents? 
Will any Senator take the trouble to do this? Will 
the honorable gentleman at the head of the Com- 
mittee on Finance take that trouble upon him to 
arrive at the conclusion as to the justness or un- 
lawfulness of this claim? It seems that this busi- 
ness has been accumulating for years, in order to 

give every Senator sufficient time to look over 
every voucher, so as to enable him to arrive at an 
necurate conclusion as to the precise amount due 
in every case. I consider the resolution referring 
this whole matter to the proper accounting officers 
of the Government as not only wise, but efficient, 
if due credit be attached to the action of the officers 
or the attentionsof the committee. 

It appears that the settlement was made by two 
highly respectable accounting officers—one of 
whom, the Comptroller, was concerned in the 
negotiation of this treaty—and they had reported 
their views of the construction of the treaty, which 
accompanied it on its presentation to the President, 


afier it had been negotiated. The other officer, | 


the Auditor, is a man who thoroughly understands 
his business, and who accorded with the Comp- 
troller in his opinion upon this treaty; and the 
opinion of Mr. Burke, the other commissioner, 
also corroborates this very construction, which is 
the same as that placed upon it by Mr. Parris, 
who originally made a report upon this subject to 
the President, and which construction was con- 
firmed by Attorney General Clifford when it was 
referred to him. «An opinion had also been given 
on the treaty of 1835 by Mr. Butler, Attorney 
General; and all these opinions are concurring 
testimony in favor of the appropriation asked for. 
There is no discrepancy in the opinions of all these 
men, but this claim is sustained by them; and that 
evidence, as well as the treaty, was before the com- 
mittee when they came to this resolution. They 
all agreed to its passage. There was not a dissen- 
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tient voice in the committee. It is unnecessary, 
as the time 1s far spent, to make any further re- 
marks upon this subject. I am satisfied that there 
was never a more just claim before the Senate. 

‘The question is, whether these Indians are to be 
harassed by delay, and put to the expense of send- 
ing delegauions here from year to year, and em- 
ploying individuals to bring their claims before 
Congress, or whether the Senate will, in good 
faith, pay their just demands against this Govern- 
ment? . 

The question being on the amendment— 

Mr. ATHERTON called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and, being taken, resulted as 
follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Benton, 
Berrien, Butler, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, 
Dodge of Iowa, Fitzgerald, Greene, Hannegan, Houston, 
Jones, Metealfe, Miller, Niles, Phelps, Rusk, Sebastian, 
Spruance, Underwood, and Upham—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atherton, Borland, Bradbury, Bright, 
Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, Dix, Fitzpatrick, Johnson 
of Georgia, King, Mason, Sturgeon, and Westcott— 13. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 
The bill was then ordered to its third reading, 
and, by unanimous consent, was read a third time 

and passed. 

And the Senate adjourned. 
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Mr. GOGGIN supposed, he said, 
of the adoption of the resolution wo 
pend all the orders of the Hause. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, called for the reading 
the resolution, which was again read. mn of 

And the question, ‘* Shall the rules be 
ed’’ was then taken, and decided in the af 
—yeas 120, nays 47—as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adains, Ashmun, Barriyce 
row, Belcher, Bingham, Birdsall, Blackinar, [a2 oo. 
Boyden, Brady, Charles Brown, Butier, Canby Cen” 
Franklin Clark, Beverly L. Clarke, Williamson &, \y ca % 
Collamer, Collins, Conger, Cranston, Cristielg. oi” 
Crozier, Darling, Diekey, Eckert, Embree, Natha; Py. 
Faran, Farrelly, Fisher, Flournoy, Freneh, Fulton a 
Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Gott, Greeley, Gregory. ion’ 
Hale, Nathan. K. Hall, Hammons, Harmanson’ 
Henry, Hilliard, Isaac E. Holmes, Hubbard, Hudce 
Jenkins, James HH. Johnson, Kennon, Danicl P. Kine ro 
Sére, Sidney Lawrence, Lefiler, Levin, Ligon, Linco 
Lord, Lynde, Maclay, McClelland, Melivaine, Met = 
Job Mann, Horace Mgun, Marsh, Marvin, Morris, Mullin’ 
Murphy, Nelson, Paifrey, Peasice, Peck, Pendieton, Po: ie 
Pollock, Preston, Putnam, Reynolds, Richardson Rie! tg 
Robinson, Julius Rockwell, Root, St. Join, Sawyer She’ 
perd, Sherrill, Silvester, Smart, Truman Smit, Sema 
Starkweather, Charies E. Stuart, Strohm, Tallmadge Taw 
lor, Thibodeaux, Jacob Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, 
Thurston, Tompkins, Tack, Warren, Wentworth Wick. 
Wiley, Williams, Wilmot, and Wilson—120, ee 

NAYS—Messrs. Atkinson, Bayly, Beale, Bedinger, Rots 
Boyd, Brodhead, William G. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Bury’ 
Cabell. Clingman, Howell Cobb, Daniel, Dickson, Feather. 
ston, Freedley, Fries, Green, Willard P. Hail, Haralson 
Harris, George 8. Honston, Inge, Joseph R. Ingersol}, An. 
drew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, George W. Jones, John 
W. Jones, Thomas Butler King, Lahm, Lumpkin, MeCler. 
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The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. nand, McKay, Morse, Newell, Rhett, John A. Rockwell, 


Stephens, Strong, Robert A. Thompson, Williarn Thomp- 


RAILROAD TO THE PACIFIC. || son, Toombs, Venable, Vinton, Wallace, and Woodward 


Mr. POLLOCK asked the general consent of | 
the House at this time to take up and consider the | 


following resolution heretofore offered by him,and | 
which being objected to, had gone over by the 
rule: 

Resolved, That House bill entitled “A bill to set apart and 
sell to Asa Whitney, of New York, a portion of the public 
lands, to enable him to construeta railroad from Lake Mich- 
igan to the Pacifie Ocean,’ be made the special order for 


the Ist Tuesday iu February next, and continue from day to 


day until disposed of. 
Several objections having been made— 
Mr. POLLOCK moved that the rules of the 


House be suspended, for the purpose of consider- 
ing the resolution at this time. 


Mr. KAUFMAN inquired of the Speaker, | 


whether this was not the day set apart by the | 
rules for the call of the States for resolutions? 
The SPEAKER said, the gentleman from Penn- 


sylvania [Mr. Pottock] had a right to move a | 


suspension of the rules. ? 

Mr. POLLOCK gave notice that if the rules 
were suspended, he designed to offer an amend- 
ment to the resolution. 

Mr. KAUFMAN inquired of the Speaker 
whether the resolution was debatable? 

The SPEAKER said the resolution was not yet 
before the House. 

Mr. KAUFMAN made a remark which was 
not heard at the reporter’s desc. 

The question, ‘*Shall the rules be suspended ?”’ 
was then taken, and decided in the negative with- 
out a division. 

So the rules were not suspended, and the reso- 
lution was not received. 

POSTAGE. 

Mr. EMBREE asked leave to offer the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the House will to-day at one o’clock resolve 


itself into Committee of the Whole House on the atate of 
the Union, for the purpose of taking up and considering 


Uiouse bill to reduce the rates of postage on letters and | 
newspapers, to establish uniform postal charges, and to cor- | 


rect abuses of the franking privilege. 
Objection having been made— 


Mr. E. moved a suspension of the rules for the 
purpose of enabling him to offer the resolution. 


Mr. GOGGIN moved the previous question, | 


(not now in order.) 


Mr. G. asked for the yeas and nays, which were | 


ordered. 


Mr. COLLAMER desired to inquire of the | 


Speaker what would be the effect of the resolu- 
tion (if adopted) upon orders already made, and 
upon the appropriation bills? 

The SPEAKER said, that would depend upon 
the chairman of the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, which would decide its 
own points of order. 

Mr. COLLAMER said, he did not desire to 
create any trouble about the resolution. He mere- 
ly wished to know its effect. 


7. ‘ 

So two-thirds voting in the affirmative, the rules 
were suspended. 

And the resolution being thus before the House— 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, rose to a point of order. 
| The resolution, he supposed, was now before the 
House, under the suspension of the rules. He 
submitted that the resolution could not be enter- 
tained, because the special orders which had here- 
tofore been made by the House could not be set 
aside by a resolution of this character. 

The SPEAKER. The House has settled that 
question, by suspending all the rules. 

Mr. COBB submitted that a suspension of al} 
the rules could not suspend special orders which 
had been made by previous resolutions. The very 
object of making a special order was to put down 
a particular subject for a particulartime. And (he 
was understood to say) these special orders could 
only be set aside in a certain way—by a process 
well known to the rules. This resolution did not 
propose to postpone these special orders, but to 
put them aside by a course unknown to the rules 
or to parliamentary Jaw. He submitted that the 
Speaker should rule that the resolution was out of 
order. If the Chair decided to entertain resolu- 
tions of this kind, it was manifest that the whole 
business of the House would be thrown into con- 
fusion— 

Mr. GOGGIN rose to a point of order. He 
desired to inquire whether it was in order to dis- 
cuss the consequences of the resolution? 

Mr. COBB. Well, if the gentleman is unwill- 
ing to hear my reasons for the point of order, I 
submit the point of order itself to the Chair. Does 
the Chair overrule it? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does overrule it. 

Mr. COBB. Then I appeal from the decision of 
the Chair, in order that the House itself may de- 
cide whether this mode of setting special orders 
aside can be allowed. 

Mr. VINTON called for the reading of the res- 
olution; which havimg been again read— 

Mr. V. was understood to inquire of the Speak- 
er, whether the resolution did not set aside former 
special orders? 

The SPEAKER said, the Chair could only re- 
| peat what had been stated some time since, that 
the chairman of the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union must decide that question, 
and that his decision could be voted on by the 
committee. The House, by a vote of two-thirds, 
|| had set aside all orders to allow the resolution to 
| be introduced. The Chair could not overrule that 
| decision. A vote of two-thirds had been required 
| 
| 


_toallow the resdlution to be introduced, and a vote 
of two-thirds would be required for its adoption. 

_ Mr. COBB suggested, that after the resolution 
| had been presented, it was for the Chair to decide 
| whether such a resolution could be entertained, and 


| for the House to decide whether it should or ought 
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to be passed, The resolution having been intro- 
duced by & vote of two-thirds, he submitted to the 
Chait whether it was in order? 

The SPEAK ER said that the resolution had been 

by the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. 
Fusret,} had been read for information, and had 
heen decided out of order. ‘The gentleman who 
ogered it had then moved a suspension of the 
mules. The rules had been suspended by a vote 
of two-thirds, thus making that ur order which 
nefore was out of order. The Chair felt inclined 
i rule, therefore, that the point of order of the 
gentieman from Georgia {Mr. Cox] came too late, 
and was itself out of order. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, suggested that 
any further debate would be unprofitable, and 
would not, in all probability, change the decision. 
He hoped the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Coss] 
would not debate it any longer, but that he would 
take his appeal, if he thought an appeal was neces- 


presented 


Mr. COBB. The very object of an appeal is to | 
consider the propriety of the decision, and to have 
x overruled if itis wrong. But I do not desire to 
trespass further on the time of the House. 

The question ** Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the House?” was then 
taken, and, by ayes 115, noes not counted, was 
decided in the affirmative. . 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed. 

The SPEAKER announced the question now to 
be on the adoption of the resolution, which (he 
stated) would require a vote of two-thirds. 

Mr. GOGGIN rose and moved the previous 
question. {It subsequently appeared that the mo- 
tion was not heard or entertained at this time. ] 

Mr. STRONG, of Pennsylvania, desired to 
submit a question to the Chair. He supposed, | 
the rules of the House having been suspended, | 
they were still subject to parliamentary law. He 
desired to inquire whether, under the parliament- | 
ary law, it was in the power of the House to order | 
that the House should, at some future time, re- 
solve itself inte Committee of the Whole on the | 
state of the Union? | 


TheSPEAKER. The Chair would decide what |, 


is the effect of the resolution after it is adopted. 
The question is on the adoption of the resolu- | 
tion. ~ 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, inquired if it was in 
order to move to amend the resolution? 

The SPEAKER replied that the resolution was | 
open to amendment. 

Mr. COBB moved, then, to strike out all the 
resolution after the word “‘Resolved,’’ and insert 
“That the bill’ —— 

The SPEAKER interposed, and said he under- 
stood that the previous question had been called by 
the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Gocarn.] 

Mr. COBB. The previous question was c&lled 
at what time? I understood I was recognized by 
the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must decide that 
the gentleman who introduced the resolution is 
entitled to the floor, if he rises and claims it. 

Mr. GOGGIN reminded the Chair that he had 
not introduced the resolution, but stated that he 
had risen and moved the previous question before 
the gentleman from Georgia had moved his amend- 
ment. 


Mr. COBB. The gentleman from Virginia did | 


not introduce the resolution; and the gentleman | 
who did not having claimed the floor, | contend | 
that I am entitled to it, and I move the amend- | 
ment. 
The SPEAKER said, the gentleman who intro- 
duced the resolution not having claimed the floor, | 
the gentleman from Georgia was entitled to it. 
Mr. EMBREE rose and claimed the floor, (in | 
virtue of having introduced the resolution,) and | 
moved the previous question. 
The SPEAKER. Did the gentleman from In- | 
diana claim the floor before the gentleman from | 
Georgia made his motion? 
Mr. EMBREE replied that he did not? 
The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Geor- | 
gia, (Mr. Coss,] then, was entitled to the floor. | 
Mr. COBB moved to amend the resolution so | 
as to strike out all that part which made the bill | 
the special -order for this day at one o’clock, and | 
insert, ‘* be made the special order of the day for | 
to-morrow.” 
Mr. G 


IN moved the previous question; 
which w 


conded. 





The main question was ordered, being first on 
the amendment of Mr. Coss. 

7. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered, and 
having been taken, resulteed—yeas 70, nays 116, 
as follows: ; 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayly, Beale, Bedinger, Bocock, Botts, 
Bowlin, Boyd, Brodhead, William G, Brown, Albert G. 
srown, Burt, Cathcart, Beverly L. Clarke, Clingman, Howeil 
Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Daniel, Darting, Dickin- 
son, Duer, Dunn, Featherston, Freedie?, Fries, Green, 
Willard P. Hall, Haralson, Harmanson, Harris, Henley, 
Hill, George S. Houston, Inge, Lverson, Jenkins, Andrew 
Johnson, James H. Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, George 
W. Jones, La Sére, Lumpkin, MeKay, Job Mann, Meade, 
Morehead, iNewell, Outlaw, Peck, Presion, Rhett, Rieh- 
ardson, Boekhill, Join A. Rockwell, Sawyer, Simpson, 
Robert Smitu, Stanton, Stephens, Chartes E. Stuart, Suong 
Taylor, Richard W. ‘Thompson. Robert A. ‘Chompson, Wil, 
liam Thompson, ‘Toombs, Turner, Venable, Vinton, Wal- 
lace, and Woodward—iv. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashmun, Barringer, 
Barrow, Belcher, Bingham, Birdsall, Boyden, Brady, But 
ler, Cabell, Canby, Clapp, Franklin Clark, Coilamer, Col 
lins, Conger, Cristield, Crowell, Crozier, Dickey, Dixou, 
Donnell, tdwards, Embree, Nathan Evans, Faran, Farrelly, 
Fisher, French, Fulton, Gaines, Gayle, Gentry, Giddings, 
Goggin, Gott, Greeley, Gregory, Grinnell, Hale, Nathan K. 


| Hall, Hainmons, James G. Hampton, Henry, Hilliard, lsaac 


ki. Holmes, Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 
Kautman, Kennon, Thomas Butler King, Daniel PB. King, 
Lahm, William T. Lawrence, Sidney Lawrence, Leiiler, 
Levin, Ligon, Lincoln, Lord, Lynde, Maclay, MeClernand, 
Mclivaine, McLane, Horace Mann, Marsh, Marvin, Miller, 
Morris, Mullin, Murphy, Nelson Paltrey, Peasiee, Pendle- 
ton, Petrie, Peyton, Pilsbury, Poliock, Putnam, Reynolds, 
Richey, Robinson, Julius Rockwell, Root, St. Join, Schenck, 
Shepperd, Sherrill, Silvester, Shingeriand, Smart, Trumau 
Smith, Starkweather, Audrew Stewart, Strohin, Tallinadge, 
Thibodeaux, James ‘Thompson, John B. Thompson, ‘Mhurs- 


. ton, Tuck, Van Dyke, Warren, Wentworth, White, Wick, 


Wiley, Williams, Wilmot, and Wilson—-116. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The question recurring on the adoption of the 
resolution— 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, asked the yeas and 
nays; which were not ordered. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, called for tellers; who 
were ordered—Messrs. Venance and Futron— 
and the question being taken, they reported ayes 
96, noes 61. 

So two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
resolution was not adopted. 


BRANCH MINT AT NEW YORK. 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. TALLMADGE appealed to the House to | 


allow him to introduce a resolution, which, he 
said, being the only thing which had been asked 
for our commercial metropolis at the present ses- 
sion, he trusted would receive the unanimous sanc- 
tion of the House. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the bill to establish a branch mint in the 
city of New York be made the special order for the first 
Tuesday in February next, and. continued trom day to day 
until finally disposed of, Fridays and Saturdays excepted. 

Objections being made— 

Mr. TALLMADGE moved to suspend the 


rules for the reception of the resolution. 


The yeas and nays were asked and ordered, and | 


being taken resulted—yeas 141, nays 48—uas fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Ashmun, Barrow, Bayly, Bedin- 
ger, Bingham, Birdsall, Blackmar, Blanchard, Bocock, Botts, 
Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Bridges, William G. Brown, Albert 
G. Brown, Burt, Buller, Canby, Cathcart, Clapp, Franklin 
Clark, Beverly L. Clarke, Clingimau, Howell Cobb, William- 
son R. W. Cobb, Collins, Conger, Cristield, Crowell, Daniel, 
Darling, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Dunn, Embree, Nathan 
Evans, Faraa, Featherston, Fisher, French, Fries, Fulton, 
Gaines, Gayle, Geutry, Gott, Green, Greeley, Gregory, Grin- 
nell, Hale, Wiilard P. Hall, Nathan K. Halil, Hammons, 


|| James G. Hampton, Haralson, Harmanson, Harris, Henley, 


Henry, Hilliard, Isaac ©. Holmes, Elias B. Holmes, Hubbard, 
Hunt, tuge, Iverson, Jenkins, James H. Johnson, Kaufman, 


|} Kellogg, Lahm, La Sére, William T. Lawrence, Sidney 


Lawrence, Leffier, Ligon, Lord, Lumpkin, Lynde, Maclay, 
McClelland, McClernand, McKay, McLane, Marsh, Marvin, 


‘Meade, Miller, Morris, Mullin, Murphy, Nelson, Newell, 


| Peaslee, Peck, Pendleton, Petrie, Pilsbury, Putnam, Rey- | 


nolds, Rhett, Richardson, Richey, Robinson, Rockhill, Join 
A. Rockwell, St. John, Sherrill, Silvester, Simp on, Sling- 


| erland, Smart, Robert Smith, ‘Truman Smith, Stanton, Stark- 


|| weather, Charles E. Stuart, Strohm, ‘Vallinadge, ‘Taylor, 


Jacob Thompson, Robert A. Thompson, Willian ‘Thompson, 
Thurston, ‘luck, ‘'urner, Van Dyke, Venable, Wallace, 
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The question then being on the adoption of the 
resolution— 

Mr. TALLMADGE moved the previous ques- 
tion. 

And there was a second; and the main question 
was ordered to be now taken, and, having been 
taken, the resolution was adonted. 

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, asked leave to 
offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That on each Thursday during the present sex- 
sion, after the present week, the calendar of bills in Com 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union shall be 
called over, and the bills to whieh no objection shall then 
be made shall be first considered, and then disposed of. 

No objection having been made, the resolution 
was received, and, withouta division, was adopted, 

Mr. VINTON moved that the House’ resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, but waived the motion for a moment, 
at the request of 

Mr. BOTTS, on whose motion it was 

Ordered, That leave be granted for the withdrawal from 
the files of the House of the petition and papers of Sarah 
Davis. 

The papers were thereupon delivered to Mr 

30TTs. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, gave notice of a 
motion for leave to introduce a bill to authorize 
the issue of treasury scrip for one hundred dollars 
to Eliza Johnson, widow of Francis Johnson, late 
a soldier in the army of the United States in 
Mexico. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Vinton, and, .by ayes 89, noes 40, was 
agreed to. 

THE MILITARY ACADEMY. 

So the House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Asu-> 
muN, of Massachusetts, in the chair.) 

Mr. VINTON said that the next special order 
was the Military Academy bill. He moved that 
the committee proceed to its consideration, And, 
by the permission of the committee, he would ex- 
press the hope that it would sit to-day until near 
four o’clock, in order to get through with this bill, 
and also, if possible, with the pension bill to-day. 

‘The committee thereupon proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the bill making appropriations for 
the support of the Military Academy. 

The bill was read through, and was then taken 
up by sections. 

{The Chairman rose informally, and the Speaker 
resumed the chair, for the purpose of receiving a 
message in writing from the President of the Uni- 
ted States, by the hands of J. K. Warxer, Esq., 
his Private Secretary. | 

Mr. BEALE obtained the floor, and proceeded 
to address the committee at length. 

He said that he should offer no apology for at- 
tempting on this occasion to allude to subjects which 
had no immediate reference to the bill now under 
the consideration of the committee. He had thus 
far, during the entire session of this Congress, 
been content to leave, as the only record of the 


‘opinions he had entertained on the various sub- 


jects which had engaged its deliberations, kia silent 
votes. And he would have preferred to have 


| adopted that course until the close of his term but 


for the necessity which was imposed upon him of 
departing from it, or of silently acquiescing in con- 
structions and interpretations of these votes,the 
justice of which he could notacknowledge. ‘There 
had been a time when he would have been happy 
to have offered some few remarks in reply to the 
proud defiance which had been thrown out ina 
speech delivered in this House during the last ses- 


| sion of Congress by the gentleman from Georgia, 


| Warren, Wentworth, White, Wick, Wiley, Williams, Wil- | 


mot, and Wilson—141. 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atkinson, Barringer, Boyden, 
Brady, Charles Brown, Collamer, Cranston, Crozier, Dick- 


insun, Eckert, Farrelly, Flournoy, Freedley, Goggin, Hill, | 


George 8. Houston, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Andrew Johnsdn, 
George W. Jones, John W. Jones, Kenuon, Daniel P. King, 


|| mise bill. 


Levin, Lincola, Mclivaine, Job Mann, Horace Mann, Out- | 


law, Palfrey, Peyton, Pollock, Preston, Julius Rockwell, 
Roman, Sawyer, Schenck, Shepperd, Stephens, Strong, 
Thibodeaux, James Thompson, John B. Thompson, Tomp- 
kins, Toomvs, and Woodward—46. 


So two-thirds voting in the affirmative, the 


rules were suspended, and the resolution was re- | 


|| ceived. 


I) 


Mr. Srepuens,] in defence of the course which 
is sense of duty compelled him to pursue in rela- 
tion to the bill commonly known as the compro- 
The time had been also when he (Mr. 
B.) would have been happy to have noticed some 


of the remarks of an honorable gentieman from 
‘| Massachusetts, [Mr. Hupson,] in which odious 
| comparisons were instituted, and dogmatical anath- 


emas pronounced against the State which he = 
B.) had the honor in part to represent on this floor. 
These things, however, had passed ‘The consid- 
eration of the arguments of these gentlemen would 
require the entire limits of the hour which the 
rules of the House allotted to him,and he had 
risen upon this Occasion for a different purpose. 
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He should now merely refer to his own opinions 
in respect to the constitutional power of Congres? 
over the subject of legislation for the Territories 
and the subject of slavery, so far as was necessary 
to his present purposes. He should not enter into 
an argument on these questions, but should simply 
state the position he had occupied. 

Looking to the Constitation alone, he was dis- 

yosed to deny in toto the rightful exercise of any 
jurisdiction by the General Government for the 
purpose of establishing local governments for the 
people of a Territory. Hie was willing to concede 
to Congress the right to extend over all the ‘Ter- 
ritories belonging to the people of the United Siates 
that jurisdiction which it could rightfully exercise 
within the States themselves. He did not concede 
to the people of a Territory sovereignty; but he 
believed that It was most consonant with the theory 
of our system of government to permit them to 
establish governments and regulate their municipal 
concerns—-the laws which might be passed by these 
governments to be in subjection to the compromises 
of the Constitution, and to the rights of the people 
of the several States of which the Confederacy was 
composed. 

During the progress of the able debate which 
took place on this floor, and also at the other end 
of the Capitol during the last session of Congress, 





2 this opinion with reference to the power of Con- 
| ¢ giess to establish territorial governments was re- 
/ sty , ‘ ; > , YY 
| 8 ; luctantly yielce \. Ile maintained, howeve rs that 
Lf in the exercise of that power, whether it was de- 
| iE rived from the clause of the Constitution giving 
1 : ' to Congress the right to enact all needful rules and 
. 4 regulations in respect to the territories or other 
a at, property of the United States, or whether it was 

5 } derived as an incident to the treaty-making power, 
7% or as resulting from the right of conquest, it was 
eae still to be exercised in obedience to all the limita- 
4 4 tions of the Constitution and with reference to 


» 


all its compromises. ‘To no gentleman, either in 
or out of his own delegation, had he suppoged that 
the opinions he entertained were better known 
than to the honorable gentleman from Maine, 
[Mr. Smart,}] who had recently taken occasion to 
address the committee; yet, inaddressing this com- 
mittee, that gentleman had taken occasion to ex- 
press himself in the language which he would now 


ee 


; read: 
+ “In the remarks [ am about to make, [ shal) waste no 
’ 4 time to prove the power ot Congress to prohibit the exten- 


sion «f slavery. Many members of this House have made 
elaborate speeches to prove the prohibition of slavery in 
our Territories unconstitutional; buat, sir, there is one deei 
: sive answer to all these gentlemen. Before the close of 
' the last session, they all voted, with the oath of God upon 
them, to exclude slavery trom a large portion of our ‘Terri- 
tories. They voted that slavery should not exist north of 
36° 30. 

“They cannot reply to this allegation, that they voted for 
what was generally regarded as a compromise. ‘They did 
no such thing; for the ine of 36° 30, as a line between sla 
very and freedom, was strenuously opposed by almost every 
member from the free States, and was looked upon as any- 
thing but a ‘compromise.’ ” : 


Now (continued Mr. B.) I propose very briefly 
to advert to the history of this proposition, for 
which the entire delegation from the South on this 
floor recorded its vote. It would be borne in mind 
that the Oregon bill embodying the distinct pro- 
visions of the Wilmot proviso had passed this 
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see body. It went to the Senate. In that body the 
fs * bill was amended by the committee to whom iy had 
: ye been referred, so as to ingraft upon it the pro- 
' wy visions of the Missouri compromise. The bill was 
2 é sent back to this House, and the amendments 
ia Oe which had been proposed to it were voted on here 
' A under the operation of the previous question. The 
ee amendment containing the Missouri compromise 
7 os embodied emphatically the distinct.assertion, that | 
i it was offered as an amendment to the bill as a 
up wk compromise. ‘The language of the proposition it- 





self showed conclusively the fact, that it was a 
compromise. ‘The history of its passage through 
this House showed the additional fact, that centle- 
men here were reduced to the alternative of voting 
for the compromise, or of voting, in effect, directly 
for the Wilmot proviso. The amendment was in 
the following words: 


* That the line of thirty-six degrees and thirty minutes of 
north latitude, Known as the Missouri compromise line, as 
defined by the eighth section of an act entitled ¢ An act to 
authorize the people of the Missouri Territory to form a con- 
stitution and State government, and for the admission of such 
State into the Union on an equal footing with the original 
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Gf States, and to prohibit slavery in certain Territories,’ ap- 
i proved March Gun, 1220, be and the same is hereby declared 

“f to extend to the Pacific Ocean; and thegaid eighth section, 
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revived, and declared to be in fall force, and binding, for 
the future erganization of the ‘lerritories of the United 
Staies,in the same sense, and with the same understanding, 
with which it was originally adopted.” 

And yet (Mr. B. continued) in the face of these 
facis—in the face of the addiuonal and positive 
assertion of a Senator, in reply to a direct question 
which had been addressed to him, that it wasa 
compromise, it was stated here thatgentlemen from 
the South had voted that Congress might right- 
fully exclude slavery from the Territories, and 
that they could not, ‘* with the oath of God upon 
their lips,’’ say that they had voted for the propo- 
sion as a compromise, 

Mr. SMART asked leave to explain. 


Mr. BEALE having yielded the floor for the | 


purpose— 2 

Mr. SMART said his position was this: that 
the proposition was not generally regarded as a 
compromise, and therefore those gentlemen who 
voted for it were committed to the power to ex- 
clude slavery. Almost every gentleman of the 
North had voted during the last session for the 
ordinance of 1787, prior to that proposition hav- 
ing been submitted. Whatever his language 
might have been, he intended to say that southern 
centiemen were committed to the power to restrict 
slavery. There were four northern men who 
voted in favor of that compromise; if twenty ad- 
ditional northern members had voted for it, it 
would have become a law, and in that event would 
not gentlemen have been committed to the power 
of excluding slavery? Or, put it in this form: the 
South lacked twenty votes of excluding slavery 
north of 36° 30’. It was, however, of Jittle im- 
portance. He considered the question settled long 
One word more: He would say, in order to 
make a compromise, there must be a concession; 
both parties must concede something. There was 
no such concession. He did not see how a man 


ago. 


_could vote for an exclusion of slavery without 


committing himself to the power, unless, perhaps, 
by an express or implied waiver of the constitu- 
tional question by both parues. ‘There had been 
no such waiver. This was the auswer he made 
to the gentleman from Virginia. 

Mr. BEALE continued. It was, he said, suffi- 
cient for him to know that the record showed, that 
upon the occasion referred ‘to, the vote of the 


southern delegation here was given for the propo- | 


sition, not as a disunct and independent proposi- 
tion, but as an alternate proposition, and as acom- 
promise. Ele was willing to leave the matter to 
the record, . 

But again: The gentleman from Maine [Mr. 
Smarr] had proceeded to say; 


* All must agree, as free laborers willnot settle upon slave 
territory, that the tree States, having contributed their share 


| of men and money towards the acquisition of ‘Texas, New 


Mexicoyand California, are entitied to their share of this 
acquisition, as free territory, according to their population. 
How, then, Mr. Chairman, does the account now stand ? 
Texas embraces a superticies of 397,000 square miles, as- 
suming tie boundary fixed by the laws of Texas. California 
and New Mexico amount to 526,078 square miles. 
aygregate of these several tracts is, as [ have already stated, 
923,078 square miles. Now, the population of the free 
States amounts to about 12,193,000, and that of the slave 
States to 8,553,000, Provided the soil of Texas, New Mex- 
ico, and California, is of equal value, and tht the whole 


people of the South are interested in slavery, a division ac- || 
cording to population would require that 554.513 square || 


miles should be free, and that 300,565 square miles should be 
slave territory. Give ‘Texas the line sbe has assumed, and 
extend slavery no further, and the slaveholding population 
will bave much more than their proportion ofthe whole ter- 
ritory. You give for purposes of entire freedom 526,078 


| square miles, and leave for slavery within the limits of Texas | 


°° 


397,000 square miles. 


In reply to this part of the gentleman’s speech, 
(Mr. B. continued,) he must say that he was some- 


what pleased to find that the member from the | 
North was willing, or that he indicated adisposition | 


to rest the adjustment of the question upon prin- 
ciples of equality and right between the different 
sections of the Confederacy. And if such were 


the disposition, he (Mr. B.) felt satisfied that, by a | 


brief review of the acquisitions which had been 
made at different periods of our history, it would ap- 
pear that the South, in demanding thirty-six de- 
grees thirty minutes as the line of division in recent 
acquisitions, was demanding less than she was 
entitled to, even upon the basis of the gentleman’s 
own statements. 


number of square miles, from a statement before 
him, attached to the most recent map he had seen, 
excluding from the estimate fractions of thousands, 


together with the compromise therein effeeted, is hereby || he found to be one million seven hundred and fifty- 


. its hese acquisitions consisted of | 
Florida, Louisiana, Oregon, and Texas. The total | 


| 
| 
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one thousand. Of this, the North h 


| souri, and Arkansas, had received only fou 


/ miles, and it would appear, to make good he 


| miles, whilst the North could only claim one 
| dred and six thousand six hundred square 


| under the Missouri compromise extende 


senna 
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ad reeeyy 
Nebraska, and Minesota, the Indian or Mis - 
Missoy 


Territory, and Oregon—the four cont 
perficies of one million three hundre 
four thousand square miles. 

The South, in Texas, Florida, Louisiana, Mig 


rn 
alning a sy. 


d and thirty. 


rhundre 
and seventeen thousand square miles. d 


According to the gentleman’s estimate of th 
ulation of the free, and slave States, ( 
fractions of a million, which, if included, would 
operate in favor of this statement,) the North would 
be entitled to six-tenths; the South to four-tenthe 
Now, add the area of California and New Mexico, 
containing six hundred and fifty thousand Square 

8 
of four-tenths, the South must. receive five — 
dred and forty-three thousand four hundred square 


hun- 
miles. 
bly less, 
d to the 


€ POp. 
€xcluding 
g 


Thus the South would receive considera 


| Pacific, than she was entitled to claim, according to 
such division as the gentleman had indicated. | 

would be observed, that in this statement he had 
| made no estimate of that magnificentdomain, which 


at the request of this Government Virginia had 
voluntarily surrendered with the proviso, that it 


| should be reserved for free labor. 


He would now advert very briefly to some re- 
marks which had been made a few days ago by 
the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Tnompsoy, } 
But before -he did so, he (Mr. B.) must be per- 
mitted to say that the noble, manly, and patriotic 
spirit which had been manifested by that gentle- 
man in the discussion of the questions to which 
he referred, met his hearty approbation. And dis- 
senting as he (Mr. B.) did from many of the 
positions assumed by that gentleman, he could not 


| withhold his expression of the approbation which 
_ he felt for the spirit which characterized the entire 
| speech. 


The gentleman remarked: 

“But the records of the House showed that twenty-six 
gentlemen of the Democratic party from the slave States, 
representing slave constituencies, voted to order the main 
question, and force the House to a direct vote upon the 


| question, against the earnest remonstrances and direct vote 
| of twenty-eight Whigs and ten Democrats from the slave 
| States.’ 


And (continued Mr. B.) in reply to an interrog- 
atory put to him by a colleague of mine, [Mr. 
Meape,} the gentleman said: 

“What of it? is asked by the gentleman from Virginia, 
(continued Mr. T.) ‘This: you have always denied that 
Congress has any jurisdiction over the question, of whiely 
you jorced us to take jurisdiction by your own vote, when 
we wanted to stave it off and not vote at all unless the prop- 


osition was modified. 


‘Mr. Meapbe rose to say a word, but—— 

“Mr. Tuompson declined to yield, and begged that gen- 
tlhemen would not interrupt bim. 

“ When the cause (he said) is once in court, and you have 
taken jurisdiction of it, you may decide either for the elaim- 


| ant oragainst him; but when you have no jurisdiction, you 


The || 


| question here. 


have ne power to decide either way. By pressing this ques- 
tion upon us, you have aduntted the jurisdiction of Congress 
over slavery within the District of Columbia.”? 


This (Mr. B. continued) appeared to him to be 
very extraordinary language; and the illustration 
to which the gentleman had alluded was exceed- 
ingly unfortunate. He (Mr. B.) was familiar with 
no plea in the practice of the common law which 
could bear the slightest analogy to the previous 
But he knew that a plea to the 
jurisdiction at law found its type in a motion here 
to lay on the table. When this resolution, upon 
which the gentleman from Indiana was comment- 
ing, was offered, the South was advised by her 
counsel on this floor, in the motion of the gentle- 
man from Georgia, [Mr. Harauson,] to file that 
plea to the jurisdiction of Congress. A motion 
was made to lay on the table that resolution, and 
it failed by the vote of the North. 

When that plea had been overruled, and the 
House had decided that it would take jurisdiction, 
probably he might say that the South resorted to 
one other plea which might, in its effects, bear 
some slight analogy to the previous question. 
They filed a plea of nul tiel record. Under that 
plea, the House came to a direct vote upon the 
question. The South was willing to let it rest 
upon the constitutional power which Congress 
had to legislate over slavery in the District of Co- 
lumbia, and the expediency of so doing. So far 
from giving jurisdiction to this House, the South 
opposed it. So far from obtaining or desiring to 
do anything improper or inconsisten the in- 
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ets or rights of the North, all the South asked 
- that this House, North and South, would 
ee son the question of the constitutional power 
7 ania Government over slavery in the District of 


Columbia. : 
The gentleman from Indiana then proceeded to 
_ | 


y: 

pee he proceeded to notice particularly what the reso- 
jation Was, he wished to remark that there was one feature 
+ shis transaction which struck his mind as rather curious: 
: rales that ultra-slavery men on that side of the House, 
A altra anti-slavery men on this side coalesced ; that they 
Yo engethhe rin pressing this question upon the action of the 
louse. How they got together, he did not seceetons. Pe 
haps before this ngnee of ¢ ongress expired, they would get 
together again. Nous verrons. 


Mr. B. continued. Looking to the whole tenor 
fthe speech, the inference was irresistible that he 
t = =, 
was charged as an ultra pro-slavery man of the 


South, coalescing with the ultra-abolition feeling | 


of the North; that to the extent of the humble in- 
stramentality with which he was clothed, he wasa 
confederate in forcing Congressional action, the 
tendency of which was to loosen the ligaments by 


which the Union was bound together, and to widen | 


the breach in whose dark abyss the Constitution 
self, with all its limitations, was threatened to be 
entombed. 

He might perhaps be pardoned for adverting for 
a few moments to the history of the question of 
slavery. Its origin was anterior to the formation 
of our Constitution. A feeling of opposition to 
slavery originated, he believed, in the pure and 
undefiled philanthropy of those who thought that 
the requirements of their religion imposed upon 
them the necessity of advocating its abolition. 
This feeling, upon the adoption of the Federal 
Constitution prohibiting the importation of slaves, 
and thus removing from its pathway the great ob- 
stacle of pecuniary interest, in connection with the 
fact that the climate of the northern States rendered 
slave labor unprofitable, speedily effected the eman- 
cipation of slaves throughout the North. The 
triumph thus won naturally led to a desire, on the 
partof those entertaining these opinions, to extend 
the sphere of their humane operations beyond the 
jurisdiction of these States; and this Government 
‘was sought to be made the agent by which to ac- 
complish their object. Consequently, in the earlier 
periods of our history, straggling petitions from 
the northern and eastern States, signed by iso- 


lated individuals, reached the table of this House | 


praying for the abolition of slavery in the District 
of Columbia. But so universal, so wide-spread 
was the determination then in every section of the 
Confederacy to abide by the written guarantees 
and compromises of our compact, that these peti- 
tions were ** quietly inurned”’ there, whence they 
never came. They seemed to have excited so little 
interest as not for a moment to have ruffled the 
smooth current of our political action. * 

In the year 1819, when Missouri applied to be 
admitted into the Confederacy as a State, the saga- 
city of political leaders, discovering the tremendous 
fever which the agitation of this question placed 
within their control, courted its then unholy alli- 
ance; for this feeling, like all other human pas- 
sions, however pure in its origin, assumed in its 
progress the features of a dark and damning fanat- 


‘icism. The first great battle for political ascenden- 


cy in this Confederacy was fought by political 
interests banded under the specious garb of this 
mistaken philanthropy. The contest came. The 
boldest heart trembled beneath the rockings of the 
storm. The throes of the mighty struggle, like 
the waves of ocean, were felt throughout the cir- 
cumference of our land. The spirit of our fathers 
fled forever. ‘There was not found on the floor 
of the American Congress patriotism or firmness 
sufficient to defend the integrity of the Constitu- 
tion against the assault of this factious combina- 
tion of interests. In the vain hope that the power 
of the giant might be stayed—in the idle expecta- 
tion that in the timid councils of concession safety 
from future aggression would be found, 36° 30’ 
was tendered as a compromise, in whose rich soil 
of peace the olive of reunion might flourish in last- 
ing beauty. How well this expectation has been 
Ts let the history of the present Congress 
tell. 

_ Satisfied? No; far fromit. The spirit of fanat- 
icism just felt its power; the concession became 
only a stepping-stone from which it leaped onward 
in its career with a velocity unequaled before. 
Again the tocsin sounded. The warrior clans again 


| 
} 
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assembled. Like the Vandal chief, this spirit of 
aggression pointing with the one hand to the sterile 
province conquered on the steppes of the Alps, with 
the other pointed her followers to the rich Italian 
plains—the scene of future victories. Then com- 
menced the flood-tide of petitions, not from isolated 
individuals, but from organized societies. The 
mails were sought to be made the medium for 
transmission of incendiary publications. The public 
mind was excited by constant discussions. The 
household altar of the Virginia master was stained 
by the blood of his children. The South, stung to 
madness by these incessant attacks, but clinging 
even in the retchings of her despair to the plighted 


| faith of her contract, asked in mercy from the Gov- 


| was repealed. 


ernment some protection from these insidious as- 
saults. 

The celebrated 21st rule was adopted, and from 
that period a new ally was folded to the bosom of 
political abolitionism. 

The second great battle was to be fought under 
the name of the high, the sacred, the American 
right of petition. ‘The contest came; the 21st rule 
And here he must be permitted to 


| say, that the glare of its triumph, or the bright- 


ness of its armor, seems to have blinded some of 


| the sentinels upon guard in this Chamber, for in 








the shout of victory the voice of southern men was 
heard, 

The acquisitions made from Mexico again band- 
ed together in unity of political action all the ele- 
ments of opposition to slavery. The contest of 
1848 for the Presidency was fought by all parties 
with reference to thisquestion. If Mr. Van Buren, 
the peculiar representative of free soil doctrines, 
obtained but an inconsiderable vote, the gentleman 
from Maine [Mr. Smarr] informed us that he was 
defeated in his State because the regular Demo- 
cratic party succeeded in convincing the people 
that they were more consistent advocates than he 
of these same doctrines. Was there a gentleman 
on this floor who would deny that the success of 
the Chief Magistrate elect was owing to the belief 


| entertained throughout the free States, that he 


Would not interpose his velo upon the action of 

this House in carrying out the Wilmot proviso? 
With these facts before us, Congress had scarcely 

assembled, before the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 


Gippines] introduced his propositions to abolish | 
| slavery in the District of Columbia. 


It was true, 
they were laid upon the table; but the fact stared 


| him in the face, that there were on this floor sev- | 
| enty-nine members who were willing to go even 


to the extent of his propositions. 
Mr. HENLEY interposed, and asked leave to 


| puta question. 


Mr. BEALE having yielded for the purpose— 


Mr. HENLEY inquired whether the gentleman | 
understood those who voted with the gentleman | 


from Ohio as being willing to go the whole extent 
of that gentleman’s propositions? 

Mr. BEALE. l did. 

Mr. HENLEY. I cannot make any explana- 
tion now. I will do-so at some other time. 

Mr. BEALE continued. He now came to the 


resolution of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. | 
Gorr.] After endeavoring in vain to lay that propo- | 
sition on the table, after presenting every plea upon | 


which the South could rely for protection, aware 
of the spirit which was abroad in our land, aware 
of the influences under which party organizations 


had been formed, he (Mr. B.) for one was willing || 


and anxious that gentlemen should show upon 
the record here, how far they were prepared to go 
upon this question. If gentlemen preferred the 
nomenclature, he wished to see what was the ex- 
tent of pro-slavery men here; he wished to see the 
measure of political abolition here. He knew that 


a partisan press had already raised the raven cry | 


of disunion. He knew that its tones were now 
being reverberated from every hill and through 
every vale of this vast Confederacy. They were 


seeking to fix upon his brow the brand of dis- 
unionist. 


Let them rail on. 


every quarter, the course which the dictates of his 
judgment pointed out to him as right. He pro- 


fessed to be catholic in his feelings in reference to | 


all the great interests, to all the just rights of every 
section of the Union. He had from earliest in- 
fancy nourished and cherished sentiments of deep 
veneration for this noblest work of the noblest 
men. But he repudiated the idea that the vitality 


He hoped ever to have the | 
firmness to pursue, undeterred by assaults from 
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of union was to be found in the written char- 
ter. It lived, it moved, it breathed in the spirit of 
the American people. ‘The ark of its safety, alike 
with the hope of its preservation, was found in the 
bosom of the American citizen. Remove thence 
its altar, and its divinity was gone. Probably the 
lifeless idol might be worshipped for a time under 
the accustomed forms of devotion, but its spirit 
would be powerless to control the action, impotent 
to direct the energies of this great people. Even 
now a false bigotry was bending over its shrine, 
with professions of profound devotion to the high 
mandates of its law, which, in the language of the 
gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Tnompson,} was an 
enemy to its public welfare and public peace. 

Sensibly alive to the crowded list of glories 

which, like constellations of light, had illumined 

our path thus far—looking, with anxiety and 
solicitude most intent, to the nobler achievements 
and higher triumphs in all that pertained te the 
poraren of civil liberty and the promotion of social 

Vappiness destined to be accomplished in the future 
| by its continuance,—he had hailed, with feelings 
| of grateful sensibility, every proposition to adjust 
| these difficulties upon some basis satisfactory to 

the public mind, and which the States might accept 
| without a sacrifice of principle and of honor. 

He could refer confidently to every proposi- 
tion for adjustment made here to sustain him in 
| the assertion. Although he had always held, as 
| a part of his political faith, that the people of the 
| States, and not the supreme judicial tribunal of 
'| the Union, were to be the final arbiters in all po- 
| litical differences, yet upon this subject he was 
| willing to sacrifice this opinion, and to leave the 
| question to be decided by the Supreme Court— 
|| willing to bow, in cheerful submission, to that de- 
| cision. He would still hail with delight all propo- 
| sitions looking to its adjustment on a satisfactory 
| basis, come from what quarter they might. And 
| in this connection, he would appeal to the gentle- 
_ man from Indiana [Mr. Tuompson] to say whether 
| he could point to a single occasion in which, upon 
| the merits of this question, he had ever found the 
| pro-slavery men voting with the extreme aboli- 
tionists? Ele (Mr. B.) believed there was no such 
|| instance. And he claimed for the South at least 
the credit of attempting to tender to the North the 
olive branch of peace. But when all propositions 
|| had failed, when the alternative was presented of 
|| direct submission to what be regarded as wrong, 
|| he would stand to his colors undeterred by the 
|| desertion of friends, unterrified by the hostility of 
|| those who were opposed to him, and, would leave 
| the future to write his epitaph. 
| The committee proceeded to consider the bill by 
|| items for amendment. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL moved an amendment 
after the 10th line, to insert an item of $1,500 for 
the salary of a professor of mines. 

He said there was now no such professorship; 
| and he spoke of the important advantages that 

would result from such an establishment in the 
increase of knowledge relative to mining, and in 
the foundation of a museum, which would be the 
result. ® 
The amendment was rejected. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to add, after 
|| the item for forage for officers’ horses $2,496, a 
proviso that the forage shall not be allowed unless 
the horses are actually kept. 

He said the bill would have the effect to pay to 
| the officers at the Military Academy commutation 
for forage for horses for which they had no use, 
and which they did not keep. If their salaries 
|| were not sufficiently large, let them be increased 
by direct provision. 

The amendment was rejected. . 

Mr. POLLOCK renewed the proposition of Mr. 
|| Ivcersout for the establishment of a professorship 
|| of mines, with a salary of $1,400. . 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, raised the point that 
|| the proposition having been made and rejected, it 
|| was not in order to renew it. y 

‘| The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment in 
\| order. 

| Mr. POLLOCK briefly advocated the amend- 
|| ment. The professorship (he said) would not 
| 

| 








only embrace mineralogy, geology, and many 
branches of science, but the science of mining, 
| which had become one of the most important, not 
|| only in relation to California, but to every State of 
the Union. i : 

Mr. STANTON said he believed that the pro- 
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fexsorships of chemistry and engineering already 
existing 1n that institution, were sufficient to im- 
part all the necessary information upon the subject 
of mining. He was friendly to the institution, and 
desirous of seeing its interests fostered and pro- 
moted by the Government; and he would say to 
the advocates of this proposition, that if they de- 
sire to see the interests of the Military Academy 
srotected and promoted, it was not good policy to 
load down the bill making appropriations for its 
support with amendments of such a character. He 
would submit it to the candor of any gentleman— 
thourh there might never be established in that 
institution a distinct professorship of mining— 
whether any young man who might be educated 
there, after the regular course of instruction in 
chemistry and engineering, might not readily make 
himself acquainted with everything necessary to 
become a safe miner. 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, said the very 
fact of the amendment being suggested, ought to 
impress every one of its necessity at the present 
time. Geology, engineering, chemistry, had noth- 
ng to do with practical mining. ‘The science of 
chemistry was applicable to the ore, after being 
brought up from the mines. He desired the com- 
mittee to look fora moment at the necessity for 
the establishment, in the only Military Academy 
of the country, of a practical professorship of this 
character. The Government sent annually into 
the public service some forty or fifty young men 
from this national seminary; and if there were 
created there a professorship of mining—which 
would necessarily include mineralogy, geology, 
and chemistry—who did not perceive the advan- 
tage which it would give to those young engineers 
by enabling them, as they might pass over the 
couytry in the capacity of surveyors and explor- 
ers, to detect at a glance the presence of the pre- 
cious metals, and to say, Gold is here, and silver 
is here. Thus, the rich mineral treasures of the 
whole country would be opened to the manage- 
ment and control of the Government. In view of 
the recent developments of the vastness of the min- 
eral possession of the country, he insisted that 
there never was a moment more propitious than 
the present for the establishment of such a profes- 
sorship. Such acourse of policy would give those 
rich mines to the Government before they could 
be crasped by speculators. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania, said he did not 
know that he should vote for this amendment now, 
but he rose to give his assent to the justice of the 
motion. He supposed gentlemen did not very well 
know what it was. He would remark that it was 
not a new idea. One of the best scientific institu- 
tions in the world was the School of Mines in 
Paris. It was to this institution that one of our 
countrymen—a relative of one of the Senators from 
South Carolina—had to repair before he felt him- 
self competent to go into an examination of the 
gold mines of Virginia. Thus it was, that, before 
we could work successfully the mines of our own 
country, we were obliged first to go to Europe to 
learn how—to get information relative to practical 
operations in mines. Tle had had some practical 
knowledge of mining for years; and he had often 
been made to feel and acknowledge, that a more 
thorough knowledze of the subject would do them 
good, even in Pennsylvania, where there was car- 
ried on, perhaps, the most extensive mining busi- 
ness in the country. He had no doubt that our 
possessions in California and New Mexico con- 
tained not only much gold, but other of the most 
valuable mineral deposites in the world; and he 
considered it very proper that the Government, in 
order to secure the benefit of these mines, should 
impart the knowledge of working them to its 
agents. 

Mr. STANTON interrupted to inquire whether 
at West Point, a course of instruction in geology, 
mineralogy, chemistry, and engineering, did not 
necessarily include mining? 

Mr. BROWN replied, the student micht be 
thoroughly instructed in all these branches, and yet 
not begin to touch the subject of practical mining. 
He might be thorough in all these, and yet not 
know how to lay out a mine, or even how to expel 
the gas. He might know how to assay minerals 
of all kinds, and be able to classify them, without 
any good knowledge of practical mining. Mines 
were often ruined for want of proper knowledge 
in their working. It was the object of the School 
of Mines in Paris to impart this knowledge, and 


| portance should be examined and reported upon 


jects was the most powerful man and the most 
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he apprehended that'such was the object in the es- 
tablishment of the proposed professorship at West 
Point. 

Mr. HALL, of Missouri, desired to ask the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, whether he would 
be ynderstood to advise the establishment of a 
school of miners for the purpose of raising up sur- 
veyors of private property ? 

Mr. BROWN spoke only of mines belonging 
to the Government. 

Mr. HALL proceeded. He understood, then, 
the object of the establishment of the protessorship 
to be that of raising up competent surveyors and 
explorers, for the purpose of examining into the 
mineral wealth of the public lands. He believed 
that geological surveys by the Government were 
very proper. He had no doubt that large benefits 
had been realized on account of their prosecution. 
Buthe appealed to the committee whether the 
subject should not go the Committee on Public 
Lands—a committee organized by the House, and 
charged with the special duty of looking into every 
subject connected with the public lands—before 
being submitted for the action of the House? It 
did appear to him that a subject of so much im- 


by the proper committee. But ifit were proposed 
to establish the professorship for the purpose of 
raising up examiners of mines belonging to private 
individuals, it might be just as reasonably proposed 
to establish professorships of agriculture, manu- 
factures, steam, and of all the great branches of 
industry, which lay at the foundation of the wealth 
and welfare of the country. 

Mr. VENABLE said he should vote for the 
amendment, because he was a warm friend and 
advocate of the West Point Academy. The effects 
of that school had been altogether of the most 
happy and gratifying character. From that insti- 
tution the Government had derived a large pumber 
of educated men—men profoundly versed in sci- 
ence and philosophy—whose influence had been 
brought to bear upon all the interests of the coun- 
try, with the happiest results. He had supposed 
that the former opposition to that institution had 
ceased since the war, which chronicled the deeds 
of gajlant daring by so many young men whom it 
had sent out. He knew that it had been objected 
to this institution, that young men, favorites of 
members of Congress, would get their education 
there, and retire to private life; but he never yet 
heard of any trouble about hunting up those young 
men, at any time when the Government needed 
their services. No man ever supposed that there 
was any less silver and gold in the country, because 
some of it was manufactured into jewelry and 
plate. Should the necessities of the country de- 
mand it, the jewelry and plate would be changed 
into coin for circulation. Even amongst those who 
had retired, there were not wanting numerous ex- | 
amples where they had stepped forward to achieve- | 
ments on the battle-fields of their country, which 
constituted many a proud monument of her glory | 
and renown. They furnished the country with the 


| best and only safe substitute for a standing army. | 


Whilst danger was to be apprehended from the 
power of an army kept up in time of peace as a 
lever by which the officers might combine and 
assail the rights of the people, the country could 
always look for efficient aid from well-instructed 
men in military service, who were thoroughly in- | 


| corporated in civil society. Whilst he would in 


no way detract from the renown of our gallant vol- | 
unteers, led by volunteer officers who had no pre- 
vious military education, it was equally true that 
much of their success was due to the scientific and 
elaborate preparation made by thoroughly trained 
officers. The wreath which was won by valor was 
not the less brilliant because the gems of science 
glittered amidst the leaves which composed it. In 
order to make an accomplished officer, it was ne- 
cessary first to make him a seholar. He should 
be educated—instructed in all the learning of the 
schools—in order to render suitable public service. 
It was all-important that our engineer corps should 
be men of this class. They should be practical amen 
in all the sciences, especially in mining. They | 
should be able to trace and tell us where all our 
mineral deposites lie. He never believed in any 
half-way education. Knowledge was power; and 
the man having the most information upon all sub- 


} 


| 


worthy man, if his heart was right. The literary, |, 
scientific, and utilitarian world had been most emi- || 


Government, and then the mines on the 
lands would not be so liable to fall into the hands 


with other duties. 
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nently benefited by the researches of hj 
cated men belonging to the military 
establishments of Europe and America. 
cultivation of the military art had been ASSOciat 

with liberal and practical science, some of ae 
richest contributions which have been made to th 

knowledge of the world have been the resy)t of the 
peculiar advantages of military men for akin, 
observations, and exténding the area of scientific 
observation. But the institution at West Point an 
a military academy. It was no manual labor sel. , 
no place to teach polemics, but a school of military 
science—for instruction in all that pertains to mili- 
tary Operations, engineering, the mathematics 
chemistry, and whatsoever relates to the odie 
tions of young men who go forth with the COMMise 
sion of the Government, and who, were they sent 
out as surveyors, would be able to detect at once 
the presence of rich minerals over which they might 
pass. Science should thus be made tributary to ¢| 


ghly edu. 
and naval 
Since the 


the 


rol, 


ie 
Mblic 
of speculators. For these reasons, he should yote 
for the amendment. 

Mr. McLANE was understood! to inquire of 


| the gentleman who first proposed the professor- 
_ship, whether the officers of the academy had 


been consulted in reference to the matter ? 

Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL replied, that 
having conversed freely with several gentlemen 
who'were entirely familiar with the School of 


| Miners in France, he was so impressed with the 


importance of the subject as to be induced, on the 
instant, to throw in the amendment, with the view 
of testing the sense of the committee upon it. He 
Knew nothing further of the matter; but he be- 
lieved, had the suggestion been made in time to 


' the officers of the institution, that it would have 


been cordially concurred in by them, and that the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 


_ would have been written to in relation to the mat- 


ter. 
Mr. McLANE then said he could not vote 


for the amendment, unless it could be put upon 


grounds consistent with the wishes of the officers 
and professors of the institution. He understood 
the West Point Academy to be exclusively a mil- 
itary institution; and he believed that all opposi- 
tion to it would either be removed or rendered 
insignificant, if Congress would take care to con- 
fine its sphere of operations to that fundamental 
idea, and treat it exclusively as a military insti- 
tution. Since the country had acquired the new 
Territory of California, he freely admitted that the 
young men in the academy should be instructed 
in mining; but he submitted to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Brown,] whether, so far as 
military mining was concerned, the academy at 
West Point had not now a professorship by which 
it wa@ covered? and whether minerology and ge- 
ology were not entirely covered ‘by the professor- 
ship of chemistry ? As to the matter of instruction 
in mining in that institution, so far as the subter- 
ranean operations were concerned, they came un- 
der the supervision of a gentleman who had de- 
voted his whole life to the subject. There could 
be no more thorough instruction in military mining 
than that which was now imparted at West Point. 


| As a friend to that institution, he could not dis- 


charge his duty by voting against the amendment, 
without declaring, at the same time, his belief, that 
practical mining was already taught there as thor- 
oughly as was necessary for military science. No 
gentleman could desire to carry the science ot 
mining beyond what was now actually tauglit 


_ there. These professorships in the schools of Eu- 


rope were connected with military science; and 
wherever they were found in civil institutions, they 


looked to the science of assaying metals exclu- 


sively. Now, if this proposition to establish a 
professotship of military mining were to be adopt- 
ed, it would be equivalent to saying, that the pro- 
fessorship of engineering was too much occupied 
He could not vote for it, (al- 
though he freely admitted its importance, ) so long 
as he knew that military mining was now thor- 
oughly taught, nor so long as instruction in geol- 


ogy and minerology were embraced in the pro- 


fessorship of chemistry. ; 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware, desired to ask a 
question of the honorable member from Maryland, 
whose views always had great weight witli him. 
He desired to know, in connection with the prop- 
osition to establish an additional professorship in 
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the West Point Academy, whether it would not 
be desirable at this me to establish also a profes- 
sorship of the Spanish language? He believed 
that language Wasnot now taught in the insutu- 


7 McLANE replied that the French language 


was taught there asa distinct course; and the com- 
mitee would understand why that Janguage was 
selected in preference to the German or Spanish, 
when they reflected that the most approved math- 
ematical and other scientific works were in the 
French language, and that the military studies in 
these sciences were directed by the French books. 
He thought the gentleman from Delaware would 
erceive, at once, that the selection of the French 
 sacmltess for this purpose was strictly consistent 
with the military character of the school. 

Mr. HOUSTON understood the genueman; but 
there were other well known reasons which seemed 
to require that the Spanish language should be 
taught there at the present time. 

Mr. McLANE was understood to make the 
closing remark, that there was no necessity in the 
Academy for further instruction in mining, so long 
as the studies were so thorough in the department 
of engineering. ' 

Mr. SAWYER warned the committee, if they 
continued to multiply professorships in the West 
Point Academy, they would perhaps find out very 
shortly that there was ne need for any other in- 
stitution in the country. The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, who first addressed the committee 
in favor of the amendment, had stated the fact, 
when he said that the young men educated at 
West Point were called to fill all the prominent 
positions in the Government. It was a fact, that no 
man could now apply for any scientific position for 
his friend without being told that the West Point 
students occupy all these positions. If we looked 
to the army, all the glory of its achievements was 
universally ascribed to the officers emanating from 
West Point; while the brave volunteer officers, of 
whom he saw and could name several now around 
him, upon both sides of the House, and who 
really contributed most to the glory of our arms, 
were wholly forgotten in the account. He could, 
and he would, mention among those brave and efii- 
cient volunteers now in his mind, the names of 
Campbell, Thomas, Haskell, Chetam Waterhouse, 
McClelland, Trousdale, P. F. Smith, Butler of 
South Carolina, Jack Hays, Richardson, Gaines, 
and Mitchell. 
ther, and would venture to say that those who 
contributed most to our successes in the Mexican 
war, were those who left their work-shops and 
their ploughs in the furrow, whose education had 
not been a charge upon the Government, and who 
returned from the war not to be pensioned upon 
the Government, but to repair to their own honest 
and peaceful avocations. It was the remark of 


He could extend the list much fur- | 


one of our generals, that volunteers ‘fought by 
> 


the job, while the regulars fought by the year. 

The fact was, that the men who had been most 
prominent in all our wars were never sent to be ed- 
ucated at West Point; and he entered now his sol- 
emn protest against the modern rule of ascribing 
all the glory of the army to the West Point stu- 
dents. He had then in his mind such men as 
Worth, Pillow, Scott, Taylor, Wool, Kearny, 
Price, Twiggs, Patterson, Pearce, Cushing, Cad- 
walader, Hamer, Lane, Shields, Quitman, W. 


O. Butler, Hardin, Yell, and Weller, who were | 


never sent to West Point to be educated; and he 
could mention the names of hundreds more. 
The glory of the field of Buena Vista was ascrib- 
able to the valor of the volunteers, of whom 
it was said that they did not know when they 
were whipped. But the West Point men got 
all the thanks of the Government. It was only 


| the map. 


| the report made from that office. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ceedings, that he had draughted a resolution, now 
in his pocket, to take these flags—which cost the 
common blood of the country—away from that 
institution, and place them in the rotundo of this 
Capitol. He gave notice that it was still his pur- 
pose to introduce that resolution. He had at- 
tempted to get the floor that morning for the pur- 
pose; and he should persist in the effort ull he 
succeeded, or till the end of the session. He rep- 


resented, in part, the interests and honor of a State | 


which furnished as galiant volunteers as ever shed 
blood upon any field; and he was determined that 
the remembrance of their deeds of valor should 
not be separated from them and placed to the 
credit of the Military Academy; and he would call 
upon gentlemen representing volunteers from other 
States to stand up with him, and see that this 
sugma of the Secretary.of War should not rest 
upon them. 

The Military Academy had grown too large. Its 
students were faust becoming the occupants of every 
prominent station in the gift of the President; so 
that a civilian stood no more chance to get one of 
them than a man in Aftica. Lt would soon become 
the first object of inquiry, upon the examination of 
a man’s claims for office, Was he educated at West 


Point? and he would tell his constituents, that if | 


this state of things were to be tolerated, they need 
not look to the General Government for any office 
whatever. 

He would like to say more upon this subject, 
but he would not consume time. He would like, 
also, to go into some examination of the coast sur- 
vey report, but he should seek another opportu- 
nity for that. He had nothing to say against the 
principle upon which the coast survey had been 
established, but his remarks would be directed 
against the abuse of it. He would now merely 
beg leave to suggest to the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, that the actual ex- 
pense of that service could not be made out from 
He would also 
tell why that expense could not be thus made out. 
There was an annual appropriation made by Con- 
gress for the support of what was called ‘* revenue 
marines,’”? which was taken and applied to the 
coast survey. 

He referred to his former objection to the scale 
of minuteness upon which these surveys had been 
prosecuted. That creek over yonder, commonly 
called the Eastern Branch, (he said,) had been sur- 
veyed as high up as Harpers’ Ferry; and even the 
minutest fibre of the stream had been laid down on 
He could even point out the location of 
Soper’s hill from the map. There was a great deal 
of Reming about all this, [laughter,] to which he 


| would call the attenuon of gentlemen at some 


| proper time. 


He would now merely call the at- 


tention of the chairman of the Committee of 


Ways and Means to the fact to which he had just | 
adverted, namely, that the sum of forty-nine thou- | 


sand dollars annually appropriated for the revenue 
marines went over tor the benefitof the coast sur- 
vey, showing the actual cost fur that service last 
year to have been one hundred and ninety-four 


_ thousand dollars. 


He repeated that it was the abuses growing out 


| of this service of which he complained, and they 
| were increasing every year. ‘This increase, more- 
| over, was attributable mainly to the prolific inven- 


| tions of West Point men. 


There were too many 
of them without either employment or homes, whe 
were constantly racking their brains to getup such 
objects of appropriation as might give them all 
comfortable places for life. , 

In conclusion, he said a friend (Mr. Sranten]} 


| had put into his hand an amendment which he 


the other day that he saw published in the Union || 


a certain correspondence between the officers of 
the West Point Academy and the Secretary of 
War, in which the latter had bestowed all the 
credit of our successes in the war upon the officers 
educated at that institution; and, what was still 
more preposterous, all the flags taken from the 
enemy Were presented to that institution, as tro- 


phies of the valor of her students. All this was | 


done without saying one word of the volunteer 


valor displayed at Buena Vista and elsewhere, on || 


every field of battle, while the flags stained with 
their life-blood were sent and deposited as trophies 
of the valor of West Point men! 


liked very well, and which he would offer. It 
was read, and proposed to strike out the amend- 
ment of Mr. Potiock, and insert a provision that 
the duties of the proposed professor on mines 
should be performed by existing professors. 

The amendment was ruled out of order. 

On motion of Mr. VINTON, the committee rose 
and reported progress. 

Mr. VINTON moved a resolution to termimate 
debate on the bill in five minutes after the House 


a have resolved itself into Committee | 


of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. HARALSON moved to amend by extend- | 


| ing the time for debate to one hour. 


Such waa his | 


feeling of indignation, upon reading these pro- | 


The amendment was rejected, and the resolution 
was agreed to. 
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itself again into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr»«TURNER moved that the House adjourn. 
Rejected. : 

The motion of Mr. VINTON being agreed to, 
the House again resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and resumed 
the consideration of the bill providing for the sup- 
port of the Military Academy. 

Mr. HARALSON obtained the floor, and occu- 
pied the remaining five minutes allotted to debate. 

He said, however the policy of establishing the 
Military Academy sight originally have been 
doubted, he wished it to be understood that he 
was a decided friend of the institution, and he was 
only apprehensive that it might be made offensive 
to the public mind by encumbering it with matters 
which did not belong to it. For all that related 
t@ military knowledge, he doubted very much 
whether the present condition of that institution 
could be very much improved. We had abundant 
proof of its benefits in the attainments of those 
young gentlemen who were educated there, and 
sent out to the world; and in many of the oceur- 
rences of the war which had just terminated he 
could give examples of the beneficial results of 
that institution, which he apprehended would tell 
upon the public mind, and perhaps on this com- 
mittee. But he wished to make no invidious dis- 
tinctions between the achievements of the cadets 
of that institution and of the volunteer force who 
had served in Mexico in the defence of their conn- 
try; they had all performed their parts well, 

As regarded the amendment of the gentieman 
from Pennsylvania, however valuable might be 
the attainment of the knowledge of mining, he 
thought it had no particular connection with mili- 
tary knowledge. It would be difficult to tell how 
a professorship of mines, in its general scope, could 
connect itself with military science, to the extent 
to which it was so connected; this branch of sci- 
ence could be taught by the professor of engineer- 
ing, or other protessors, who were already there. 
The remarks of the gentleman from Maryland 
[Mr. McLane] on this subject bore with much 
weight on his mind; if they went without the 
range of military science and provided other pro- 
fessorships, in his humble opinion, they directed 
the institution to objects which were not originally 
designed by its founders, and it would havea tend- 
ency ultimately to overthrow the institution itself. 
They had had the intimation already given in 
the debate by a gentleman who was hostile to the 
insutution, that he should like to see this amend- 
ment adopted, as it would render the institution 
more objectionable. But let us maintain the in- 
stitution in its present condition, modifying or ad- 
ding to it only where it was certain it would be 
improved—and having witnessed one of its exam- 
inauions, he hought it would be very difficult to 
make any substantial improvement in it. He 
thought the science taught there had been of essen- 
ial service to the army itself, and that it had done 
great good in disseminating military knowledge 
throughout the ceuntry. 

In friendship to the institution, he wished the 
amendment would not be urged or adopted, and 
he thought the best direction they could. give to 
their legislation respecting it would be to maintain 
it purely as a military school, and by so doing it 
would be saved from the attacks which had here- 
tofore been made upon it from various quarters of 
the country. He was glad to know, that since the 
war with Mexico these attacks had now become 
feeble and ‘ few and far between;”’ and if it was 
maintained in its present military character, he 
trusted the day would come when there would be 
scarcely any one so bold as to rise up and say that 
it was not an institution which was doing a great 
good to the country. 

The hour for debate having expired, the com- 
| mittee proceeded to vote. 

'* Mr. BOWLIN raised the points that the amend- 
| ment was irrelevant, and that it was in violation of 


|| the 8lst rule, and therefore not in order. 


The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendmentin order. 

And the question being taken upon It, it was 
rejected. 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported to 
the House. 


REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 


1 On motion of Mr. VINTON, the committee 


Mr. VINTON moved that the House resolve || proceeded to the consideration of the bill making 
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appropriations for the payment of revolutionary 
and other pensions of the United States, for the 
year ending 30th June, 1550. : 

Mr. BROWN moved the following as an addi- 
tional section, the provisions of which he briefly 
explained, and remarked that it was intended solely 
to benefit the old soldier, viz: 

Jind he it further enacted, That whenever any agent for 
aving pensions shall have a deputy or elesk authorized 
ny law, said deputy or clerk shall have like power to ad- 
minister oaths or affirmations as said agent may have, and 
all oaths or affirmations taken before said clerk or deputy 
shall be of like obligation, and subject to like penalties for 
fulee swearing or affirmation, as if taken before the pension 
agent. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HALL, of Missouri, moved an additional 
section providing that the pension act of 1845 

should not be so construed as to exclude from the 
benefits of the act those officers and soldiers wifo 
served in the Indian territories belonging to the 
United States. He glanced at the history of the 
pension laws, and of their successive extensions 
and modifications, stating that by the law of 1836, 
the widows of all officers and soldiers who had 
been engaged in service anywhere were entitled to 
pensions; but that the act of 1848 excluded from 
the benefit of pensions those soldiers who during 
the late war had been engaged in our territory. 
There were many such, and they had done im- 
portant duty. One thousand volunteers from the 
State of Missouri had been engaged in the wars 
with the Camanches, the Menomonies, and other 
Indian tribes; they had performed active service, 
and were equally entitled to pensions with those 
who had gone to Mexico. Wherever officers and 
soldiers had been retained in our own country and 
been engaged in merely peace duties, he would not 
grant pensions to them. 

Mr. VIN'T'ON raised the point that this amend- 
ment was notin order. It proposed to create pen- 
sioners of the United States; the bill to pay those 
already existing. 

The CHAIRMAN sustained the point, and de- 
cided the amendment out of order. 

Mr. HALL, after a word of conversation, ap- 
pealed from the decision. 

The question, “Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the committee?’ was 
taken and decided in the affirmative. 

So the amendment was ruled out of order. 


Mr. VINTON moved that the bill be laid aside 
to be reported, and that the navy pension bill be 
taken up. 

Mr. k AUFMAN moved that the committee 
rise and report the bills already acted on to the 
House. 

‘Tellers were asked and ordered, and the vote 
being taken, they reported nota quorum voting. 

Mr. VINTON said there was evidently a quo- | 
rum present, but gentlemen could not be got to | 
vote. He hoped there would be a call of the 
House, and that the House would go through with 
it to the end. 

[Cries of **Agreed.’’] 

‘The tellers (who had retained their places) now 
reported ayes 33, noes 100—a quorum. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported. 

NAVY PENSIONS. 

The bill making appropriations for the payment 
of navy pensions for the year ending 30th June, 
1850, was taken up; and having been read through, 
no amendment being offered— 

On motion of Mr. VINTON, the committce 
rose and reported their action to the House, when 
it was concurred in, and the three several inlls— 
viz: the bills providing for the support of the Mil- 
itary Academy, for revolutionary pensions, and 
for naval pensions—severally, under the operation 
of the previous question moved by Mr. VINTON, 
ordered to be engrossed, read a third time, and 
passed. ‘ 

Motions were made by Mr. VINTON, to re- 
consider the respective votes upon the passage, and 
to lay those motions on the table; which latter 
motions were agreed too. 

Mr. VINTON moved that the House adjourn, 
but withdrew at the request of— 

Mr. DUER, who wished to make some propo- 
sitions to the House. 

The SPEAKER stated, that by general consent, 
he would lay before the House a message from 
he President of the United States, | 


Pending these proceedings— 


On motion of Mr. STEPHENS, the House 
adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petiuous and memorials were presented 
under the rule, and referred: 


By Mr. EVANS, vf Ohio: The petition of citizens of 
Muskingum county, Obio, in favor ot cheap postage and the 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. HALE: ‘he petitions of Morrfil Allen and others ; 
of Childs Luther and others; of J. A. Hathaway and others, 
and of Edmund K. Fuller and others, praying for a system 
of eheap postage and the abolition of the tranking priv- 
ilege. 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Iowa: The petition of sundry 
citizens of Lee county, lowa, praying lor a construction of 
the act of June 30, 1834, and a settlement of the fee simple 
to the Sac and Pox haif-breed reservation. 

By Mr. GREELEY: Eleven several memorials from cit- 
izeus of New York, asking Congress to exclude intoxicating 
liquors from the vessels composing the United States navy ; 
ot 3. C. Boteman and others, for the freedom of the public 
lauds; and of citizens of, Madison county, New York, for 
the same. : 

By Mr. CONGER: The petition of 125 citizens of Virgil, 
Cortland county, New York, for cheap postage. 

By Mr. SHERRILL: The petition of citizens of Kingston, 
Uister county, New York, praying for a reduction of the 
rates of postage, the entire abolition of the franking privi- 
lege, &e. 

By Mr. BINGHAM: The petition of the citizens of St. 
Clair county, Michigan, for the removal of the land office 
from Detroit to Port Huron. 

By Mr. ECKERT: ‘len petitions signed by 228 citizens 
of Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, praying for an imme- 
diate modification of the tariff laws. 

By Mr. PALFREY: The petition of Rachel N. Black- 
man and 73 others, of Charlton, Massachusetts ; also, of 
Arvilla Sperry and 86 others, of Seneca county, New York, 
severally praying Congress to prevent the extension ot sla 
very, to withdraw the protection of Government from the 
American slave trade, and suppress slavery wherever Con- 
gress has competent jurisdiction. Also, the petition of 
James T. Woodbury and 45 others, of Acton, Massachu- 
setts, praying for the suppression of the slave trade in the 
District of Columbia. Also, the petition of Joseph Sewall 
and 48 oWers; also, of Abner Houghton and 61 others; also, 
of Horace G. Tucker and 24 others; also, of William B. 
Howes and 85 others; also, of T. R. Marvin and 18 others; 


also, Of Samuel Foster and 85 others, citizens of Massachu- | 


setts, severally praying for a reduction and uniform rate of 
stage. 

By Mr. STUART, of Michigan: The petition of Lydia 
Meacham, widow of Lucien Meachain, deceased, for a 
pension. 

By Mr. STRONG: The petition of sundry citizens of 
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| RESOLUTIONS OF STATE LEGISLATURES 
Mr. DOUGLAS presented a resol 
by the Legislature of the State of Elin 
ing their Senators and requesting the R 

' tives of that State to use all honorable 
their power to procure the enactment of ; 


ition passed 
O18, INStruct. 
epresenta. 
means in 


; oe such laws 
for the government of the territories acquired by 


the United States under the treaty with Mexico « 
shall expressly declare that there shall neithe [ 
slavery nor involuntary servitude in those 
ries, unless for the punishment of crimes, 

On motion of Mr. D., it was ordered that jt li 
on the table and be printed. ’ 

Also, a resolution of the Legislature of Illinois 
in favor of securing to the States of Illinois and Ip. 
diana a liberal donation of land contiguous to the 
waters of the Mount Carmel and Alton, and Alton 
and Mount Carmel and New Albany Railroads: 
which was ordered to lie on the table and be printe 2 

Also, a resolution passed by the Legislature of 
Illinois, in favor of a grant of public land to that 
State to aid in the construction of the Central and 
Northern Cross Railroad; which was ordered to 
lie on the table and be printed. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS, 

Mr. CALHOUN presented resolutions adopted 
by the Chamber of Commerce of Charleston, 
South Carolina, in favor of the coast survey; which 
were referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BUTLER presented a document relating to 
the bill to continue in force the acts for the pay- 
ment of property lost in the military service of the 
United States; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. ALLEN presented the memorial of E. §. 
Haines, asking to be released from liability as 
eer for Robert T. Lytle, surveyor general of 
the district of Ohio; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts,. presented the 


r be 
lerrito- 


, memorial of Little & Brown, stating that they had 


come into possession of the papers of the late Pres- 
ident J. Q. Adams, asking Congress to subscribe 
for copies of the same; which was referred to the 


_ Committee on the Library. 


Berks county, Pennsylvania, praying for the establishment | 


of a post route from Kutztown to Dale, in said county. 

By Mr. DANIEL: The petition ot John McLeod and 
others, praying a furcher reduction of postage. 

ty Mr. CRANSTON: The petition of Jolin Gardner, and 
one hundred other citwzens of Bristol, Rhode Island, pray- 
ing for a untiorm rate of two cents postage on letters, &c. 

By Mr. NEWELL: The petition of [sanc W. Lanning, 
and one hundred and four ouers, praying for a reduction of 
postage. 

By Mr. NELSON: The petition of A. H. Wells, W® P. 
Smith, and others, citizens of Mount Pleasant, Westchester 
county, New York, praying for a uniform and reduced rate 
of postage, Kc. 

By Mr. HAMMONS: The petition of Charles G. Bellamy, 
and seventy three others, inhabitants of Kittery, Maine ; 
also, of Caleb Mugford, and forty-eight others, inhabitants 
of Maine ; also, of Jeremiah Brooks, and forty-four others, 


Mr. DICKINSON presented documents relating 
to the claim of George Jamieson and George Fox, 
and other Seneca Indians, for the loss of rations 
and other property in their emigration to the South- 
west; which was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 


Mr. RUSK presented the petition of Emma C. 


| P. Thompson, asking compensation for diplomatic 


services rendered by her late husband , Commodore 


_ Thompson; which was referred to the Committee 


inhabitants of York, in the State of Maine, all in favor of a 


reduction of the present rates of postage. 


By Mr. MANN, of Massachusetts: The petition of Chris- | 
topher Marsh, and seventy others, citizens of Massachusetts, | 
in behalf of cheap postage; also, the petition of Luther | 


Metecall, and thirty others, citizens of Massachusetts, for 
the same object; also, the petition of George H. Holbrook, 
and forty others, citizens of Massachusetts, for the same 


object; also, the petition of J. Leonard Scott & Co., and | 


forty-four others, individuals and firms, in the city of New | 


York, who are publishers of periodicals, praying Congress 


to abolish the distinction between the rates of postage on | 


newspapers and on periodicals. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, January 30, 1849. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 


a communication from the Secretary of the Treas- 
uryyin reply to a resolution of the Senate in rela- 
tion to contracts for water-rotted hemp, stating that 
no contracts had as yet been made; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a communication from the Solicitor of the Treas- 
uryfin relation to the claim of the Catholic Church 


at St. Augustine to certain property held by the | 


United States in that place; which, after a few 


words from Mr. WESTCOTT and Mr. DAY- 1 
TON, was referred to the Committee on the Judi- | 


ciary, and ordered to be printed. 
On motion of Mr. WESTCOTT, one hundred 


extra copies of this document were ordered to be 
| printed. 


on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BUTLER presented the petition of Peter 
Brown, asking compensation for attending the 
Uniteg States court in Philadelphia as a witness; 

which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. METCALFE presented documents relating 
to the claim of Joseph M. Farrow, a soldier in the 
late war with Great Britain; which were referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CAMERON presented several petitions 
from citizens of the State of Pennsylvania; which 

| was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CAMERON presented a memorial from 
citizens of Philadelphia, praying Congress to pur- 
chase Mount Vernon, for the purpose of convert- 


ing it into an agricultural school; which was re- 


| ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. BREESE presented petitions from citizens 
of Illinois, asking for a grant of land for the pur- 


| pose of constructing a railroad; which was laid on 


the table. : 

On motion of Mr. NILES, the petition of Ezra 
Chapman was ordered to be taken from the files, 
and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


On motion of Mr. ATCHISON, the Commit- 


tee on Indian Affairs was discharged from the con- 


| 


i} 
| 


sideration of a memorial from citizens of Phila- 
delphia for the concentration and civilization of the 


| Indians. ' 


On motion of Mr. ATCHISON, the Committee 
on Indian Affairs was discharged from the consid- 
eration of the memorial of chiefs and heads of 
families of the Pottawatomies, asking to be per- 
mitted to remain on their lands. ; 

On motion of Mr. ATCHISON, the Committee 
on Indian Affairs was discharged from the eonsid- 
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tion of the memorial of the Legislature of Wis- 


“onal on the subject of a treaty with the Meno- 
“ay! = _ . 

ines Indians north of Fox river; and it was 
m 


ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 
. On motion of Mr. ATCHISON, the Committee 
Indian Affairs was discharged from the con- 
* ‘ration of the second resolution of the Legisla- 
oak Texas, in favor of establishing a line of 
ot between the Red river and the Rio Grande; 
Pd it was referred to the Committee on Military 
aS BREESE, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill to change the location of 
the Land Office in the Chippewa land district to 
Stillwater, and asked its immediate consideration; 
which was Objected to. 
The bill was read and ordered to a second 


ren BREESE submitted the following resolu- 


tion; which was considered and agreed to : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Sepate be directed to 
furnish to the Commissioner of the General Land ¢ Mitice five 
hundred copies ot the map W hieh accompanied the Com- 
missioners report of 22d November, 1842, as printed with the 
President’s annual message. 

THE REPORTS OF DEBATE. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Bapcer on the 25th instant, was taken up for 
consideration: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing inquire into the 
expediency of discontinuing the coutract made at the last 
session tor publishing the reports of the debates and pro- 
cecdings of Congress. 

Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, I desire to say 
one word before the question is taken upon that 
resolution. Two or three gentlemen have, at dif- 
ferent times, in the course of the session, called the 
attention of the Senate to gross mistakes in the 
publication of the observations made by them on 
this floor. I have had occasion to notice, in my | 
own instance, several cases of that kind, but I have 
not thought proper to mention them, nor would I 
now do so if other gentlemen had not, on more 
than one occasion, called the attention of the Senate 
to this subject. 

| think that, after the experience which we have || 
had, it is high time that an inquiry should be in- | 
stituted by some committee, which will involve an | 
investigation into the expediency of continuing 
this plan of reporting; and which will necessarily 
lead to some investigation as to whether it will not 
be possible to present, in substance at least, what 
gentlemen say in this Chamber. And, if that 
cannot be accomplished, it follows as a matter of | 
course that the Senate owe it to themselves to dis- 
continue this course of proceeding. 

The hondrable Senator from Louisiana, [Mr. 
Downs,| who made some remarks the other day 
in relatign to the inaccuracy with which he had 
been reported, may perhaps consider his case a 
very hard one; but I assure him—whatever view 
he may have upon that subject—that it is cygnet’s 
down compared to my own. I was reported, sir, | 

some time ago as gravely stating this proposition 
to the Senate: 


“That it was a rule in the Navy Department, whenever a 
pension Was granted for disability, to reduce the pension if 
the disability continued.” 

The Senator from Louisiana will perceive that | 
my case is much harder than his own in this re- 
Spect; inasmuch as | am represented as casting a 
direct reproach, as uttering a slanderous imputa- 
tion upon the highly respectable and intelligent | 
gentleman who is now at the head of the Navy | 
Department, by saying, in substance, that his rule | 
of action is, that the cause of granting a pension | 
continuing in full force furnishes a reason with | 
him for reducing the amount of the pension granted 
for that purpose. 

I take the opportunity of adding, because I think | 
it is justand right that [ should do so, that I found | 
myself so reported in the Intelligencer, and upon 
looking at the report of my remarks, made on the | 
same occasion, in the Union, | found that justice 
had there been done me—that the substance of | 
what | had stated was there reported. 

Without expressing any opinion in regard to | 
the propriety of discontinuing the present system 
of reporting, I think it is due to ourselves at least 
that some inquiry, some investigation, some pro- 
cess of scrutiny should be instituted, to see whether 
the remarks made by gentlemen upon this floor 
cannot be represented correctly. If this cannot be 
done, 1, for one, am clearly of opinion that we | 
should no longer put the country to the expenge || 





| complained of. 


does injustice to ourselves, and does not give the | 
country any satisfactory account of what is done | 


in the Senate. 


Mr. CAMERON. 


fl Mr. President, I should 
| prefer to have this resolution referred to the Com- 


mittee to Audit and Control the Contingent Ex- | 


penses of the Senate, as | think it is a question 
entirely of expense. 


In regard to the reports of our proceedings made 


under the present system, | think that they are as | 
I think all the | 


accupate as they could be made. 


reporting is done as well as reporting can be done | 


under the circumstances. 
me, is in reporting ev erything that is said or done 
here, thus making the newspapers that publish 
our debates a sort of advertising sheet. All the 
remarks made upon every little bill, every unim- 
portant word spoken in relation to affairs of no 
public importance, is published in these papers, 
and for which we pay a large sum of money. 
Herein, I think, lies the error. 1 move that the 
resolution, instead of being referred to the Com- 


mittee on Printing, be referred to the Committee | 


to Audit and Control the Contingent Expenses of 
the Senate. 

Mr. BRIGHT. lam opposed to the repeal of 
the law authorizing a full report of the proceedings 
of this body by the two papers of thiscity. I 
make no objecuon, however, to a reference of the 
resolution oilered by the Senator from North Car- 
olina to the appropriate committee, hoping the 
committee may be able to offer such suggesuons 
for our adoption as will serve to remedy many of 
the errors and inconveniences that | admit exist 


' under the present system, and will conunue, unless 


obviated by the action of this body. Itis not so 


', much the fault of the reporters as the peculiar con- 


dition of things in this Chamber. ‘There is, per- 


| haps, not a Senator here, who takes part in our 


discussions, that has not, since the adoption of this 
system, found himself often misreported, and fre- 


quently had language imputed to him which he | 


never uttered, and piaced thereby in a false posi- 
tion on important quesuons betore the country; 
but this is incidental to the construction of our 
Chamber, the inconvenient positions assigned our 
reporters, the low tone of voice used by many of 


us, and the sull more formidable obstacle resulting 


from the noise and confusion in the lobbies, aided 
sometimes (inadvertently, doubtless) by Senators 
theniselves. 

Let the resolution go to the committee; and | 


respectfully suggest for their consideration, as a 


remedy for the evils complained of, that a more 
central position on the floor be assigned each 
reporter. But whether a remedy can be provided 


‘| or not, the benefits resulting from the present sys- 


tem, to my mind, infinitely outweigh all the injury 
As the law now stands, the sub- 
stance of all that Senators say here, upon private 
as well as public rights, gues to the country. 


| Those we represent are put in possession of our 
|| Opinions and votes; thus keeping up those Intimate 


relations between constituent and representative 
so essential to a sound and healthy administrauon 
of political affairs. As the honorable Senator from 
North Carolina has laid before the Senate a history 


| of his grievances growing out of frequent mis- 


reports of what he has said, [ trust! will be indulged 
with a correction of a misreport of what | had the 
honor of saying a few days since, when offering 
some remarks in opposition to the passage of a 
bill for the relief of Captain Percival. 

I was reported as asserting that Captain Percival 
had, in violation of law and the general police of 


| the naval service, taken an individual on board 


his vessel under the assuiwed name of a naturalist, 
whose only business was that of ‘ possum hunt- 
ing,’’ when L, in fact, said ** fossil hunung.”’ ‘This 
is an excusable error on the part of the reporter, 


_ for doubtless he is something of a naturalist him- 
_ self, and knowing who and what were the primi- 


tive products of the western forest, he understood 
me as talking about my neighbors, never dreaming 
that fossils entered into the vocabulary of a repre- 
sentative of the Northwestern Territory. Ido not 
know that I should have referred to this error of 
the reporter, if he had substituted the word coon, 
for that is an animal! that myself and friends have 
established some reputation in the way of being 
abletodestroy. But to be serious, Mr. President, 
1 am unwilling to see a change in our present sys- 
tem of reporting; I believe it is more accurate than 


The error, it seems to | 
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| of reporting our proceedings in a manner which | 
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any we have had, and by giving to the gentlemen 
who undertake this service for us an eligible posi- 
tion, say in front of the Secretary's desk, we will 
be relieved from much of the mortification that we 
often feel on reading a misreport of what we have 
said. 

Mr. DICKINSON. Mr. President, I concur 
with my friend from Indiana in regard to ob- 
Viating errors in the reports, and | think another 
remedy would be to give a little more force to the 
reporters. It is evident that they have not force 
enough for an extended debate. 1 did not rise to 
speak in regard to that matter particularly, but ¢o 
call the attention of the country more especially to 
the erroneous character of the telegraphic reports, 
which go forth from this city to all parts of the 
land, in relation to the proceedings of Cohgress. I 
will not say whose fault it is, whether it is the 
fault of the system, or the operators, or both, or 
whether it is the fault of those who furnish the in- 
formation; but | wish simply to advise the country 


| that there is no reliance whatever to be placed 


upon any portion of the telegraphic despatches in 
relation to the proceedings of Congress sent from 


| this city. 


As a sample and illustration of the inaccuracy 


| of the telegraphic reports, I will mention, that 
| when the post-office bill was under consideration, 


a few days since, | stated, in a tone of voice prob- 


| ably as clear as that in which | am now speaking, 


that | favored the system of free postage to news- 
papers circulating within thirty or fitty miles of 


| the office of publication, but, if 1 could not get 


that, | would move to amend the bill reported by 
the honorable chairman of the Post Office Com- 
mittee so as to reduce the postage upon such pa- 
- from half a cent to a quarter of a cent. But 

find myself reported through the telegraph as 
having moved to strike out the free rates, and sub- 
stitute half a cent postage upon that class of papers. 


| This misrepresentation of my position upon that 
subject was sent forth to the country by the tele- 


graph; and I find that it has been copied and com- 


| mented upon by many of the country papers. I 


have always been in favor of allowing papers cir- 
culating within thirty or fifty miles of the offices 
of publication to go tree through the mails, and I 
profess to hold no other position upon that subject. 

Every day erroneous statements in relation to 
the proceedings of Congress and the p8sition of 


| members upon important qestions are sent forth to 


| the country through the medium of the telegraphie 


reports. ‘The country press and the weekly press 
never report the extended debates of the Senate. 
They rely almost entirely upon the telegraphic dis- 
patches for information im relation to what takes 
place here, and the great mass of the people see 
nothing else. ‘These dispatches, therefore, should 
be correct, but they are enurely erroneous. They 
do not convey a fair and just idea of what is done 
here; they cannot go beyond that; | know that 
they must be very brief, and therefore can give 
but partial accounts of our proceedings; but, as far 
as they go, they should be correet. 1 rise not to 
censure the operators, but to state a fact, that the 
country may wait unul they get some further in- 
formation before they give full credit to these tele- 


| graphic dispatches. 






‘will always be the case. 


Mr. WESTCOTT. Whenthe resolution autho- 
rizing the present system of reporting at public 
expense was adopted, lL voted against it. 1 was 
opposed toitoutand out. | have changed my opin- 
ion. The experience of this session has con- 
vinced me itis the best that at this time can be 
adopted; and that it is eminently useful, and well 
worth to ihe public all the money paid for 1. One 
reason, Simply, and of itself, has influenced my 
opinion in favor of the system. I have seen its 
effect upon the press in this city. There has 
always been in this city two leading political presses, 
attached to the two great political parties of the Con- 
federacy. Parties may change and shift, but such 
The Intelligencer is the 
Whig organ at this time, and the Union ia the 
present organ of the Democratic party. The sys- 
tem of reporting the debates here takes away from 
these two papers their exclusive party character, 
at least So far as it respects these debates. Under 
peril of being dismissed, and of losing the profit- 
able compensation for these reports, neither of 
them will suppress or garble any speech made by a 
Senator ofthe political party “a to such paper. 
Both of the papers are compelled to publish all the 


speeches on both sides. ‘The people see ali that 
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is said on both sides. A Senator can force both 
papers to become the medium of making the truth 
public, and any necessary explanations, which will 
go to their readers by a speech here. Sir, I regard 
this as a most important consideration. I hold it 
to be a step towards the reformation of the public 
press, or rather a preventive against its becoming 
unjustly and unfairly the means of parusan mis- 
representation, which ts of immense-consequence, 
1 do not say the papers here would, without 
this system, certainly garbie unfairly or misrep- 
resent speakers, or the conduct or course of Sen- 
ators here; though we have had, in former times, 
complaints of papers similarly situated having been 
guilty of abuses in this respect; and we all know 
that the papers have suppressed generally, before 
this system, (1 mean not published,) the speeches 
of members of the opposite party tothem. If high 
party times should spring up, the temptation, under 
excited political feelings, to adopt such unfair and 
illiberal means would be strong. Sur, | am satis- 
fied the intelligent people of this country will ap- 
preciate the benefits that result now, and will 
hereafter in a greater degree, as the system is im- 
proved by experience, from this effect alone, as 
worth ten times the amount it now costs; and, 
though I shall soon cease to be a member of this 
body, I shall, as a ciuzen, deeply regret its abro- 
gauon. 

As to errors and mistakes that occur in the 
reports, in my judgment the reports are as good, 
and a great deal better than, under the circum- 
stances, and on the introduction of the system, 
could be expected. ‘They are much better than 
those of last session. We all know that half the 
time Senators on one side of the Chamber do not 
hear distinctly all that is said on the other side, 
unless the Senator speaking raises his voice, and 
the places provided for the two reporters are in the 
very worst position to hear; they are perched up 
there (pointing to the reporters’ seats) in back 
corners, and most inconveniently for them, and 
but one reporter can report for each paper, and no 
room is furnished them in the Capitol in which to 


write out their remarks for the papers, so as to | 


submit them at once to Senators for revision. I 
have generally, when I cared about what | have 
said here beimg reported at all, procured their notes 
and written them out fully and revised and corrected 
them. Stull 1 have not prevented errors and mis- 
takes in such revised remarks, for which I do not 
blame them. I know it is impossible in any case 
or under any system to avoid them. A ludicrous 
instance of this I will state. The other day, in 
alluding to the folly of keeping up the live-oak 
plantation and reservations in Florida at an enor- 
mous expense, I said ‘one citizen with a musket 
was worth a million of live-oak trees in the defence 
of the country,’’ &c., and it is printed in both 
papers ‘*one citizen with a market,’?&c. This 
was my fault, all owing to my illegible scribbling 
in the correction of the notes, which the typog- 
rapher, 1 supposé, thought read pretty well as 
‘‘market,’? and so he put itin. As I had a severe 
cold when | spoke, | was not astonished that the 
reporters did not hear me distinctly. Doubtless 
the system may be improved. Increase the com- 
pensation, provide good seats for the reporters, and 
enable them to be increased in number by the 
editors of the papers, give them a room near the 
Chamber in which to make up their reports at 
Ounce, and where Senators can revise them at once, 
und itis the best system, in my judgment, that can 
be devised. When I came here I was in favor of 
ubrogating the system of contracting for public 
printing, and preferred the establishment of a public 
printing office to the plan of electing Congressional 
printers. 1 have changed my mind on this subject 
also, and am now in favor of electing printers. If 
pursued and judiciously carried out, it is, I am sat- 
istied, the best. It is a bond fom the publishers 
of papers in this city for their good behaviour and 
for giving correct information to the public, and 
weakens the power of the press here by increasing 
its responsibility to the just and liberal of both 
parties in Congress. Abolish it, and the press here, 
being necessarily the chief medium of Congres- 
sional information to which the people look, will 
have no restraint on party partiality and party pre- 
judice, and will be unfair, and partial, and unjust 
to those out of their party; and, if entirely uncon- 


trolled, they will become a nuisance to their own 


party. 


Mr. NILES was understood to say that he sup- | 
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posed this was an occasion on which all the Sen- 


ators were expected to come forward and teil their 
experience. [{Laughter.] He had almostalways 
been misrepresented by reporters as to matters of 
fact, matters of substance, forms of expression, 
and choice of language; aud, after what had taken 
place in the Senate in regard to reporting within 
the last two years, he did not hesitate to say that 
no system which could be adopted would be enti- 


led to reliance, unless reports of the remarks made | 


were submitted to the Senators who made them for 
their revision and correction. ‘The reporters (gon- 
tinued Mr. N.) very often do not hear what the 
speaker says, and, as they think they must report 
something—must give him a few words, they put 
such a speech in his mouth as in their judgment 
they think proper and right, relying upon their 
knowledge of the subject, and their sagacity for 
getting at the gist of what the speaker utters. It 
must be obvious to all that such a system of re- 


porting must be attended with much uncertainty, || 


if 


and give rise to many and pernicious errors. 


the papers had a sufficient number of reporters, so 


that they could getout their reports and hand them 
round to Senators for supervision during the session, 


all errors might be avoided. Unless this can bedone, || 


or at least unless some means can be devised by 
which Senators will be enabled to examine and cor- 
rect the reports of their remarks before they are pub- 
lished, no system of reporung which we may 
adopt will be good for anything whatever. With- 


out this, no dependence can be placed upon any 


system. : 

In regard to this resolution, | would say that I 
shall vote for the inquiry. Perhaps the Senator 
from Pennsylvania is right in saying that it should 
be referred to the Committee to Audit and Control 


the Contingent Expenses of the Senate, inasmuch || 


as the money paid for these reports is drawn from 
that fund. As one of that committee, however, | 
wish to have nothing to do with this matter. That 
committee now have under consideration a resola- 


tion in regard to the scope and construction of the | 


resolution adopted at the last session, under the 
authority of which these reports are now made. 

1 apprehend that these publishers have gone 
much too far in their construction of that resolu- 
tion. ‘They have embodied every document and 


|| paper read here in their reports, and | suppose ex- 


pect to be paid for them as a part of the reports. 


| This, I think, is not in accordance with the views 
entertained by the Senate when that resolution was || 


adopted. 

In regard to the remarks of my honorable friend 
from Florida, | must say that his arguments in 
favor of continuing the present system of reporting 
were of a most extraordinary character. He says 
that the country will be greatly benefited by con- 
necting the interests of the publishers of the two 
leading presses of this city with the proceedings of 
Congress, by giving them the publication of the 
debates, inasmuch as we shall be able to hold them 
in check and discipline them, and make them both 
act like decent men. He says that the * Intelli- 
gencer’’ will become less of a party paper than 
heretofore, and so will the ** Union.’’ Ido not 
quite concur with my friend from Florida. 1 think 
the * Intelligencer’? is much what it has been for 


the last forty years, conducting itself with energy, || 
dignity, and propriety, as the organ of the great | 


Whig party, whatit ought to be. I think that the 


** Union’? has changed some, and | am sorry to | 
| Say, it has changed for the worse. 
ing, as it assumes to be, the organ of a great party, | 


it has become merely the organ of a section of a 
party, the fragment of a party, a sort of one-sided 


party, favoring organized combinations in opposi- | 


tion to the action of Congress and the perpetuity 
of this Union. Now, if the honorable Senator 
from Florida thinks this is an improvement in the 
character of that paper, | wish him to have the 
full benefit of that fact. I do not consider it an 


| improvement. 
The remainder of the honorable Senator’s re- | 


marks was not distinctly heard. He was under- 
stood to say, that if the jeading papers of this city 
were to be regarded as the organs of a great party, 
they should not rely upon the patronage of a sec- 
tion. The beneficial results spoken of by the Sen- 
ator from Florida might possibly arise, but, for his 
part, he could not see any great good that would 
result to the country from taking these two presses | 
under the especial guardianship of the Senate. On 

the contrary, he thought the iniluence exercised 


OBE. 


Instead of be- || 


San. 30, 


| over them would be bad, and in that res 
_ was opposed to the whole system. Still, he thoug 
it was very important that some means shou - 
| devised by which accurate reports of the t 
_ ings of the Senate could be furnished to the countr 
Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, there is no 4-2 
ference of opinion between myself and the honor. 
able Senator from Indiana in relation to this ul 
ject of reporting. I agree entirely with him that 
it is extremely desirable that the country should 
be put in possession immediately of the general 
| force of the sayings and doings of this body, | 
was decidedly in favor of the adoption of this Sys- 
| tem at the last session of the Senate. My yo. 
lution does not propose to discontinue the Present 
contract. It is simply a resolution of inquiry, 
Now, if it be important that the country shoulg 
be put in possession of what is said and done he 
| it follows, with irresistible and conclusive fo, 
that what is presented to the country as hay 


pect he 


\d be 
roceed. 


re, 
ce, 


lig 


| been done and said here should be that thjnco 

which it purports to be. Undoubtedly the Senaie 
did not contemplate, when this contract was ey. 
tered into, that the whole purpose was satisfied 
provided something was presented as having bee 


| said by the members of this body. ‘Phey intended 


that, in substance, that should be published which 

had been said. Well now, sir, we have the eyj- 
| dence all around us that this has not been done; 

and the only purpose of this resolution is, that 
some committee shall institute an inquiry into tie 
subject. If this can be remedied, the Senator froin 
Indiana is not a bit more in favor of the system 
than I am. 1 am decidedly in favor, earnestly in 
| favor of it; but I think it is but reasonable, it is 
| the lowest degree of performance which we can 
_ expect to receive in return for the money paid for 
publishing our debates, that gentleman shall not be 
| represented here as saying things which they have 
never said—things absurd, contradictory, and fool- 
ish. I have specified one instance wherein | have 
been misreported, but not because. | thought it of 
especial importance. Why, sir, | could specify 
like instances in almost every one of the few cases 
| upon which | have submitted remarks during this 
session. I should have supposed, from seeing 
these misreports in the ‘*Intelligencer,’’ that it 
was Owing to some want of clearness of enuncia- 
tion on my part, that my language was not such 
as could be correctly understood, thatamy sentences 
were not constructed in due order and with logical 
precision, and that I had a hesitating, agitated, 
confused mode of speaking, so that I could not be 
understood; but when I have seen these cases of 
misrepresentation in the ‘‘Intelligencer,’’ | have 
turned to the ** Union,” and have almést uniform- 
ly found that, by some accident or other, what I 
have said has been reported in that paper sub- 
stantially as I said it. 

I do not complain because the phraseology of 
| gentlemen who speak here is regularly translated 
| into the version of the reporter, though every man 
has some preference for his own mode of express- 
ing his ideas; but what I complain of is, that state- 
| ments are published as having been made by gen- 
| tlemen here which never were made, in form or 
substance, and sometimes directly contradictory to 
| statements heard and understood by every member 
of this body. Now, sir, under these circumstances, 
I ask, is it not important that some inquiry should 
be made whether these things cannot be corrected, 
and, if they cannot, whether we shall maintain an 
| expensive system for the purpose of procuring 

misreports of what passes in this body? 
| entertain no hostility to the present system of 
‘reporting. I do not propose to discontinue it. I 
would not vote to discontinue it. But | think it is 
due to ourselves, under such circumstances, after 
the frequent complaints heard here during the pres- 
| ent session, that at least some ae should be 
| instituted in relation to this subject. After all that 
has been said, shall we continue to have ourselves 
reported as we have Leen heretofore? Are we con- 
tent to have these misrepresentations go forth to 
| the country? I, for one, am not. i would waive 
all objection to it freely and willingly, and ask 
these gentlemen not to notice anything that I say. 
Generally, what I speak I speak to the Senate; 
and if I should ever make a speech, as it is called, 
_ to Buncombe, I would put myself to the trouble 
| of having it reported, or | would write it out my- 
| self. But the contract is to report everybody; and 
| I must confess that, not having the high and estab- 
lished reputation which some gentlemen have, to 
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‘aduce the public to believe that nonsense and ab- 
surdity came not from them, but from the report- 


do not like to be represented before the 


ers, I 


country as speaking nonsense and absurdity upon | 


is floor. : 
~— HANNEGAN. Mr. President, I consider 
this an appropriate occasion to correct an error 
which the reporters made some three or four weeks 
ince in relation to myself. About that far back I 
resented a petition from a portion of my constit- 
pents, citizens of my own town, as highly respect- 
able a body of men (some three or fqur hundred 
in number) as can be found anywhere, in favor of 
the colonization of free negroes. By some acci- 
dent or other, the reporters in one or both of the 
daily apers—the * Intelligencer and the “Union F 
—represented me as presenting that petition from 
free colored persons. I deem it due to my fellow- 
townsmen to make this correction. I had intended 
to do so from time to time; but, not deeming it of 
sufficient consequence to bring it before the Senate 
until a proper occasion was presented, | have not 
done so; but I take this occasion to make the*cor- 
rection. : 

| wilf take this opportunity to state, that so far 
as the reports generally are concerned, I feel bound 
to bear my testimony to their fidelity. 1 think 
that the proceedings and debates of the Senate have 
been reported with unusual correctness. Errors 
cannotalways beavoided. The intonations of the 
voice do not always reach the ear of the reporter. 
Something is lost, something is misunderstood. If 


8 


Senators who are desirous of being fully and ac- | 


curately reported, would take the trouble to look 
over the reports before they are published, as a 
number do, all cause of complaint would be re- 
moved, 


self, and as good and just to the country. m 
Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, the petition 
referred to by my friend frem Indiana was referred 


| consider the system which we have | 
established as vital, as essential to the Senate it- | 


to the Committee on the Judiciary, and I am sure | 


that the endorsement of the petition was of the 
import stated by the reporters. Hence, the fault 
should not be attributed to the reporters, but to 
those who made the endorsement. 


Mr. HANNEGAN. Then the mistake must | 


have occurred at the desk of the Secretary. 

Mr. BUTLER. 
mistake must have happened at the Secretary’s 
desk. While 1 am up, I would say, that if there 
is any fault in this system of reporting, it must be 


owing to the noise which generally prevails in the | 


I take it for granted that the 


Chamber, and the unfavorable position of the re- | 


porters for hearing many Senators. 
opinion, 
frequently unable to understand the remarks of 
Senators, for we are sometimes unable to under- 


That is my | 
1 do not wonder that the reporters are , 


stand each other, and they are much more unfa- | 


vorably situated for hearing than we are. & 
times a speaker appears to have been distinctly 
understood by the reporters on one side of the 


Some- | 


Chamber, and misunderstood by those on the other | 
side, according to his position. This may perhaps | 


be said of my friend from North Carolina. 

I will take this occasion to refer to an error of 
an important character, which occurred the other 
day ina report of my remarks in one of the papers. 


The report, although generally accurate through- | 
out, represented me as having said that it would 


not be Jong before petitions would come from 
many of the slaveholding States insisting upon a 


was not my language; yet it has gone forth as lan- 
guage which | have used, and has been made the 


, one knows that the project was then new. 
disunion of this Confederacy. Of course, sir, that | 
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especially those made by gentlemen representing the 
minority section of this Union, would never reach 
the people of the North. For that reason, if there 
were no other in favor of its continuance, | should 
be very loth to discontinue the present system of 
reporting. 

Mr. BORLAND. I rise, Mr. President, not to 
comment upon the present plan of reporting the 
debates, nor to complain of particular injustice at 
the hands of the reporters, but to correct an im- 
pression which seems to have been made not only 
upon the reporters, but upon my honorable friend 
from Mississippi, [Mr. Foore,) in my remarks 
a upon Mr. Whitney’s proposed railroad. 

N hen the Senator from Mississippi cited several 
distinguished individuals, and among them my 
honorable friend from Illinois, [Mr. Breese,]} in 
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veys and explorations, for the purpose of ascer- 
taining the best route forsuch a road. Assoonas 
the route shall be determined, [ think that all difli- 
culties as to the construction of this railroad will 
vanish. 

Mr. BERRIEN. Mr. President, I do not rise 
to prolong this already extended debate in regard 
to the accuracy of the reports of our proceedings 
published in the two leading papers of this city, 
in conformity with the resolution adopted at the 
last session. I would state that F feel some hesita- 
tion in refusing to vote for a mere resolution of 
inquiry, but L think, since that inquiry seems to 
be desirable to several Senators, that the resolution 
will be relieved from all objection if the Senator 
from North Carolina will consent to a slight amend- 
ment which | wish to make. Itis this: Insert after 


favor of that road, I am reported, and was under- + the word “ discontinuing’’ the words * or modify- 


stood by the Senator from Mississippi, to have 
said: 

“So far as the Senator from Ilinois is concerned, he has, 
upon further examination of the subject, wholly changed | 
his opinion, and now believes the scheine to be utterly in- 
practicable,”’ 

In justice to all parties, and particularly to the 
Senator from Illinois, who was not in his seat at 
the time, [ take this opportunity to say, that I 
undertook to indicate the opinions of that Senator | 
in reference only to the proposed road and route of 
Asa Whitney. And I really think, that if my re- 
marks be read in connection with the other por- | 

| tions of the debate, such will be found to be the 
true purport, as it was certainly the intention, of 
my words. It will be observed, that the Senator 
from Mississippi cited the opinion of the Senator 
from Illinois, in favor of this particular route and 
road of Whitney. It was to meet such citation of 
authority I stated that, upon further examination, 
| and with the advantages of new lights upon the | 
subject, the same Senator had changed his former 
opinion, and now * believes the gcheme” (W hit- 
ney’s scheme, including his route of course) ** to 
be utterly impracticable.” 

To the great scheme, or general idea of connect- 
ing the Mississippi river by means of railroad with 
the Pacific Ocean, 1 am not aware that any one has 
objected. I understand the Senator from Illinois 

| to hold now, as he has held from the first, that 
this great scheme is not only most desirable, 
but entirely practicable. I understand this to be 
the opinion of almost every one, in as well as out 
of the Senate. Such is my own opinion, without 
doubt or hesitation. Whitney’s route, however, 
I hold to be utterly impracticable. ‘To this point 
only were my remarks directed, as intended to ex- 
press my own views, and indicate those of the 
Senator from Illinois. 

Mr. BREESE. Mr. President, I dislike to con- 
sume the time of the Senate for one moment, but 
as I did not happen to be present yesterday when 
the discussion took place upon Mr. Whitney’s 


plan for a railroad to the Pacific, 1 must beg the | 


indulgence of the Senate while I state my position 
in relation to that matter. 

It was my fortune, some two or three years ago, | 
to present this subject to the Senate in a report 
which cost me much labor, and in which I endeav- 
cred to embody, in a condensed form, all the facts 
and arguments that could be brought to bear in 

| favor of the establishment of a railroad connecting « 
the Mississippi valley and the PacificOcean. Every 

It was 

scarcely spoken of by the people or the public press, 


|, and the only route then before the Committee on 


|, the Public 


subject of grave comment in many of the northern | 


papers, 
- for the two papers in which our proceedings 
are published, but by the telegraphic reporters—as 
having voted against the printing of the resolutions 
presented from the New York Legislature. This 
is not true. I voted in favor of printing those 
resolutions. 

There are errors which cannot be very well 


1 was also reported—not by the report- | 


souri rivers, to the South Pass, and thence to the 
mouth of ‘the Columbia river, in Oregon. That 


/ was the only route then talked of. Since that time, 


avoided. They are incident to the proceedings of | 
deliberative bodies, such as ours. I am inclined go 


think that the system by which our proceedings 


are at present reported is a very good one. | con- 


sider the reason assigned for its continuance by 
the honorable Senator from Florida as a very im- 
portant one. It gives the minority a fair oppor- 
tunity to place their views before the public. If 
it was not for this vehicle of communication, I 
believe that many remarks made upon this floor, 





however, other routes have been explored, which | 
| it is thought are some five or six hundred miles | 
_ shorterthan that proposed by Whitney, and which | 
are equally as acceptable, or perhaps more accept- | 
| able, than his route. Under these circumstances, | 


I did not wish to commit myself, at the last session 
of Congress, in favor of Mr. Whitney’s plan, but 


ands was the route extending from the | 
, Northern lakes, across the Mississippi and Mis- | 


f || another. 
I have never believed the general scheme of estab- || 


‘lishing a railroad communication betweeg the two || w 


ing.’’ The resolution would then direct an inquiry 
as to the expediency of discontinuing or modify- 
ing the contract, and in that shape, I think, no 
person will make any objection to it. 
Mr. BADGER. I accept the amendment of the 
Senator from Georgia with great readiness. 
Mr. FOOTE. Mr, President, | think this sys- 
tem of reporting has advantages, and | think the 
reports, for the most part, are very accurate. I 
, must say, further, that | have, on all occasions, 
found the reporters of both papers exceedingly 
accommodating. They have always allowed me 
to revise their reports of my speeches whenever I 
chose to call on them for that purpose. I feel 
authorized to say that if Senators will take the 
trouble to step into one of the rooms of this Capitol 
before the Senate adjourns, or immediately there- 
after, or if they will call at the office of the reporters 
for either paper, they will find the utmost accom- 
modation manifested, and every facility will be 
given them to revise their speeches. 
I do not rise, sir, for the purpose of denying 
that many erroneous reports have been heretofore 
made. I think mistakes are unavoidable under 
the circumstances of the case; but I think we have 
adopted a most admirable plan for making our- 
_ Selves heard, not only by the North and the South, 
but by both the great parties of the country. 
| While fam up, | wish to state that my friend 
from Arkansas probably meant to express himself 
| yesterday in the same language which he used this 
morning, but he will find from the report of my 
remarks yesterday, as published in both papers 
this morning, that I understood him precisely as 
he stands reported. 1 presume, that owing to the 
rapidity of the honorable Senator’s enunciation, 
and the consequent inability of Senators and the 
reporters to catch his precise words, he may have 
conveyed a meaning which he did not intend to 
convey. ‘The honorable Senator will find, on ref- 
erence to the two papers of this morning, that he 
is reported precisely the same in both, as declaring 
that the Senator from Illinois had undergone an 
entire change of opinion in regard to the whole 
scheme of establishing a railroad communication be- 
tween the Mississippi valley and the Pacific Ocean. 
1 so understood him; and so understanding him, 
I felt bound to express my deep regret that m 
friend from Illinois had calmly and deliberately 
surrendered those high claims tothe admiration of 
the present generation and of posterity, to which 
I conceive his report upon that subject would have 
entitled him. 
Mr. BRADBURY. Mr. President, I rise for 
the purpose of making a suggestion, which I hope 
will receive the attention of the committee to whom 
this resolution shall go, and which, I think, will 
obviate some of the difficulties which have been 
referred to. It is this: That the committee inquire 
into the propriety of providing a room in which 
the reporters may have an opportunity to write 
out the remarks of Senators immediately afier 
_they have been delivered. 1 understand that one 

of the papers—and I do not know but both of them 
| may have done so—has provided a corps of re- 
| porters, so that each person, after having written 
| a few moments, retires, and his place is filled by 
If a suitable room was provided, each 
reporter could write out the remarks of Senators 

hile they were fresh in his mind, and while the 


sides of this continent impracticable; on the con- || ideas that were advanced by Senators were in the 


trary, | have always considered it practicable if 
we could only agree as to the best route; and I 
consented that my friend from Arkansas should 
present his resolution, on yesterday, authorizing 
\, the Secretary of War to make the necessary sur- 


|| memory. This would give the reporters an op- 


portunity of retaining the thread of the arguments; 
and it would do more: it would enable the report- 
ers to present the remarks to the Senators who 
| delivered them, and thus give them an opportunity 


AY 


a 


* 
eo 





nt M8 


e 


22h at MRE SIA 





—~ 


SS AAS ANT + 58D 


rete. 


er nr ae 


Sind. 


ee 


| 
- 
Sap tt 


t 


| 


ab 


RRM AT TS Pirie ee eam 


? iam 





~anlle, Px 


\itindbets “AEM, Teab oa Ae eigen ae 


Sm og aS 





398 


of making corrections. Every one must be aware 
that it is exceedingly difficult to be heard in this 
hall, especially at times when there 1s not perfect 
silence, I think that, by making some provision 
of the nature which I have suggested, many of the 


difficulties that have been presented would be ob- | 


viated. I rise, therefore, for the purpose of making 
that suggestion, and I hope it will receive the 
attention of the committee to whom this resolution 
shall be referred. 

Mr. CAMERON. Mr. President, | disapprove 


of the system of reporting which we have adopted, | 
and for that reason I desire that this resolution | 


may be referred to the Committee to Audit and 
Control the Contingent Expenses of the Senate. 


I think that this reporting could be done much |} 


better by individual enterprise. I think, that if we 
would encourage the whole press of the country 
to come here as competitors in this business, in- 
stead of confining it to two papers as we now do, 
we should get much better reports. I 


accurately the whole of the debates and proceed- 


ings of this body never has been done, and, in my | 


opinion, it never will be done. 
I do pot believe there is a better set of men in 


the world, in their profession, than those who are | 


now engaged in reporting our debates, They are 
highly educated, talented, and accomplished, and 
they devote more time to their profession here 


than any class of men engaged in any other pro- | 


fession in the world devote to labor. Yet, with 


all their industry, with all their talents, with all | 
their devotion to the duties of their profession, it | 
is impossible for them to give the whole debates of 
this body with unerring accuracy, particularly if 


you compel them to report every word that is said 
upon every subject, no matter how unimportant 
that subject may be. 


Sir, I believe that the reporting of the debates | 


upon some bills costs more money than the whole 
amount involved in the controversy, and it would 
be better for us to pay the whole sum asked for at 
once than to pay for reporting the speeches made 
upon the claim. I believe it very proper to pur- 
sue this system to some extent. i may be proper 


to pay for publishing debates upon public bills in- | 


volving matters of great importance to the coun- 
try, but | think it is neither necessary nor proper 


that we should pay for publishing debates upon | 


private and unimportant subjects. 


I desire also that this matter should go to the | 


committee, in order to let the Senate and the coun- 


try know what we have already paid for publish- | 


ing our proceedings, and what probably we shall 
further pay if we continue this system. The sys 
tem now In operation acts as an inducement for 
Senators to occupy the time of the Senate by 
making speeches which they would not make were 
it not for the fact that they are sent home to their 
constituents. 

There is another feature in this system still 
worse than any that I have mentioned, which is 
this: It authorizes Senators to rewrite and compile 
speeches during the recess of Congress which were 
never made here, and publish them at the expense 
of the Government. Oftentimes these speeches, or 
the original speeches delivered here upon which 


these compilations are founded, have been pub- | 


lished and paid for before. Certainly, if we are to 
pay for the publication of speeches, we should not 


ve compeHed to pay for them more than once. If | 
a Senator is not satisfied with the report of his | 


speech he should carrect it before it is published, 
but not publish it twice at the public expense. 


The question on the amendment offered by Mr. | 
Cameron was taken, and the amendment was | 


agreed to. 


~Mr. WALKER. Mr. President, I do not think | 


that there is any necessity for the adoption of this | 


resolution, as the committee have now under con- 
sideration the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee to Audit and Control the | 


Contingent Expenses of the Senate be instructed to inquire 
a= to the construction put upon the resolution adopted by the 
Senate at the last session in relation to reporting and pub- 


lishing the debates of the Senate, and whether any modifi- | 


cation thereof is required; and that said committee also 
ascertain the expense which bas been incurred under the 
said resolution since its adoption, 


I think the resolution now proposed wholly un- 


necessary, a: the same object is embraced in the 
resolution now before the committee. 

ry ° 

The resolution as amended was then agreed 
so, 


Tee Conca 


! 
would | 
remark, however, that such a thing as reporting | 


— 





UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION. 
On motion of Mr. BUTLER, the Senate pro- 


| ceeded to consider the bill to provide for the more 


effectuel execution of the third clause of the sec- 


| ond section of the fourth article of the Constitu- | 


tion of the United States. 
The further consideration of the bill was then 


| postponed until Monday next, and was made the 


special order for that day. 
HOUSE BILLS. 


The bills which passed the House of Representa- 
tives on Friday were then read a first and second 


| time, and referred. [For a list of the bills see the 


House proceedings of Friday.} 

The amendment made by the House of Repre- 
sentatives to the bill for tne relief of Henry Wash- 
ington was concurred in. 

The amendment made by the House of Repre- 
sentatives to the bill for the relief of the forward 
officers of the Exploring Expediuon was con- 
curred in. 

PANAMA RAILROAD. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 

bill to make compensation for the transportation 


of troops and supplies across the Isthmus of Pan- | 


aina. 


Mr. FOOTE moved to refer this bill, or rather | 
| the substitute for it, (reported yesterday by Mr: 


Doveras, and which now occupies the place of 
the original bill,) to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, that they might inquire into the. relative 
merits of the route by way of Panama and that by 
way of Tehuantepec. 

Mr. BENTON. I apprehend, Mr. President, 
that an arrangement of this kind is equivalent to 


a rejection of the bill, and | apprehend that the | 


Committee on Military Affairs, or any other com- 


neous manner to bring in any kind of report upon 
the subject, at this session of Congress, will be 
directed to report upon a subject with which every 
member of the Senate 1s as well acquainted as the 
committee will be. It will ke directing them to 
enter into an inquiry that will involve a great many 
points requisite to be examined, and which can 
result in no material advantage. And the commit- 


|| tee would have no opportunity of sending any- | 
where for information, or of sending to Mexico to | 
obtain the legal or political informauon necessary; | 
or, in fact, have the time requisite for prosecuting | 


inquiries upon the result of which they could re- 
port anything worthy of the attention of the Sen- 
ate at this session. ‘The committee would return 
in about the condition that it went out. It is more 
suitable to discuss this question in this Senate than 
in any other place. If discussed here, we shall all 


have the contributions of the knowledge of every | 


Senator. 

I totally object, Mr. President, to having this bill 
sent to the committee suggested, or to any other 
committee. 
the Senate. 
ment of the session, and is one of the earliest bills 
discussed. It has been laid over from ume to 


ume, and all the papers that relate to it, politically | 


or legally, have been called for in the Senate, been 
printed by its order, and no doubt fully examined. 
We are therefore ready to go on with this bill, the 
advantages of which have been secured to us by a 
treaty. If any motion is to be made to substitute 
the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, we are ready to dis- 
cuss it. As for sending the bill to a committee, it 
is tantamount to a rejection of it. There is no 
time at present, nor means at hand necessary to 
a full exhibition of the claims of this suggested 
proposition. 


Mr. FOOTE. The motion before the Senate 


has been preferred by me most reluctantly, but | 
with much deliberation also, after a calm examin- || 


ation of the facts connected with the measure pro- 
posed for our adoption, at least so far as it has 
been in my power to explore them. Itis in no 
spirit of hostility or mere captious opposition to 
the scheme of improvement recommended to our 


respectful consideration, and to our favorable ac- | 


tion by one of the committees of this body, nor yet 
of ill-wyl or even illiberality to the worthy gentiet 
men whose names are connected with it, that I 


have thought proper to move the reference sought. 
But, sir, from the first, J have looked upon this | 
matter as one of much complexity—of much im- | 


portance, concerning which it was presumable that 
few of us were fully informed;and I have, thought, 


ONAL GLOBE. 


a i 


_no little dignity in some of its aspects 
| the decision of which, if we should ch 
| err, our error may be attended with conse, 
_in the highest degree mischievous and 


~have judged it prudent, therefore, to refer 1) 


_ high qualities should be manifested. 


Lee ¢ | for them, I am sure that 
mittee of this body, called upon in this extempora- || 


It is now ready for the decision of 
It was brought in at the commence- | 


| Humboldt, Arago, and ot 


Jan. 30, 
therefore, that we were bound to give to it a sale 
unprejudiced and scrutinizing examination in at! et 
important bearings, territorial, commercial] 
tary, political, and even moral, if need 
look upon the.question which we shall be called 
upon to decide in connection with the bil] an 
us as of great magnitude, of much difficulty > 


and in 
Chance to 


’ mili. 


be, I 


jUences 


me ? discred t. 
able; but the decision of which, if we shalj i 


cide wisely, may result in the production of }) 
these beneficial consequences 80 glowingly deni. 
ed in our hearing a few days since by the honor. 
able Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Benroy } I 
whole subject anew to the committee with which 
it originated, with such instructions as migh; i. 


cure at its hands the development of information 


deemed by me indispensable to discreet and gyc. 
cessful action. I have chosen to move a efor. 
ence of the bill, or rather the amendment to it 
which has been introduced by the Senator from 
Illinois, (Mr. Doveras,] and which now occupies 
the on of the original bill, to the Commitiee 
on Military Affairs, from the unaffected respect 


which I feel for that committee, and because | 


deemed it but courteous to its individual members 
that this confidence in their capacity and other 


I wish to be 
understood, though, as by no means desiring to 


_ burden that committee with labors which may 


prove at all inconvenient, or which may be even 
decidedly disrelished. If the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs are disposed to recoil from the execu- 
tion of the task which my motion has marked out 
have not the least ob- 
jection to the reference being made to some other 


| committee of the Senate—either the Committee on 


Roads and Canals, or® special committee, if gen- 
tlemen deem it best. 


Now, I altogether dissent from the opinion ex- 


| pressed by the honorable Senator from Missouri, 


that no additional investigation can by possibility 
result in the ascertainment of additional material 
facts. Iam sure of one fact, that [ am at present 
not extensively or perhaps very accurately in- 
formed upon many points deemed by me at least 
material to be ascertained previously to our taking 
anything like definite action. 1 wish I were better 
informed on the subject; for, if I were, I should 
most gladly impart my information to the Senate, 
instead of being compelled, as I am in some degree, 
to humiliate myself before it by a formal confes- 
sion of ignorance. It would be insincere in me to 
do otherwise than to confess my want of such 
knowledge as I desire to possess upon the measure 
before us, ere I shall be constrained to give my 
vote either for or against it. Sir, 1 am painfully 
involved in darkness, and I demand light. lam 
constrained to acknowledge, that after much inves- 
tigation, and not a little thought, my mind is yet 
in a state of serious doubt and perplexity in rela- 
tion to the course to be adopted in disposing of 
this bill. {I have been assured that there are ma- 
terials of information to be found and laid hold of 
conveniently now in this city; that a committee 
will have it in their power to elicit facts new to us 
and important to the country, by the devotion of 
a little time to the further exploration of a subject 
which I must think has been but yet very super- 
ficially examined by us, or any of us. 

It is unnecessary to particularize names, but I 
feel authorized to declare that there is now among 
us a gentleman of high public standing, a scholar, 
and a man of very remarkable accomplishments, 
of most polished and dignified bearing, a native of 
the Republic of Mexico, but well and favorably 
known to both sides of the Atlantic, who possesses 
a large fund of information on the subject of our 
present deliberation, which he would be quite will- 
ing, I doubt not, to lay before us, in the form of 
maps, books, official reports, opinions of distin- 
guished persons, both in Europe and this country, 
touching the advantages of the route across the 
Isthmus of Tehuantepec—opinions of such men as 

eet the mention of 


| whose names is sufficient with all lovers of science 
| to awaken veneration and to command homage. 
This gentleman, though not at all inclined to 
intrade himself upon our notice, is polite enough 
to confer with those who may choose to visit 
him, and to — such information as he may 
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have at his command. I know that there is 
giso in this city a large mass of documentary in- 


formation of American origin, with which we, per- | 


paps, are not all yet familiar, which might greatly 
aid the inquiries of any committee which we may 


raise at this ume, and enable us to determine in a 


manner satisfactory to ourselves and the country | 


whether we shall act more wisely in selecting a 
railroad across the Isthmus of Panama, instead of 
seeking transit across the Isthmus of ‘’ehuantepec; 
or whether we would not act more wisely sull in 
declining any such contract as that urged upon us 
with any associauon of individuals w batsoever. 

| do know, Mr. President, that the state of pub- 
lic sentiment in various parts of the Contederacy m 
relation to the measure now SO earnestly recom- 
mended to us 18 such as imperiously to require a 


more thorough investigation of this whole subject | 


than it is possible it should have yet received. 
This is equally evident from publicauions in lead- 
ing newspapers, and from statements in letters 
received by members of this body from gentiemen 
of the highest intelligence in every State of the 
Union. Why, then, should we precipitate our 
action? Why should we ** prefer darkness rather 
than light?” Why should we rush upon the 
adoption of a measure which ‘may, for aught we 
know to the contrary, produce consequences mii- 
nitely more serious than any mere pecuniary loss? 
Can we not delay a day or two more? Are we 
apprehensive that we shall be in more danger of 
acung unwisely should we decide to act with per- 
fect circumspection ? Do any of us fear additional 
developments of fact? For my part, though com- 
mitted to no scheme or plan whatsoever, having 
no project of my own to bring forward, nor under 
promise to advocate here or elsewhere the project 
of any other individual or associauon of individ- 
nals, fam willing, yea, resolved, to look into the 
whole subject calmly, pauently, astutely if possi- 
ble, in order to understand what may be the true 
policy of the country, and having ascertained it, to 
assist In carrying Il into execution. 

Mr. BENTON. ‘There is a fundameatal objec- 
tion to any inquiry in relation to this suggested 
project, as to its advantages or disadvantages, on 
the part of the Congress of the United States; and 
that is, that they have lawfully nothing at all to 
do with it. The political and legal question pre- 
cedes all questions of a geographical character. 
We all know that we have entered into no treaty 
stipulations with Mexico for the enjoyment of the 
right of way across the Isthmus ot ‘Lehuantepec. 
We all know something beyond that; and that is, 
that Mexico has peremptorily refused to grant us 


even a particle of a privilege upon the subject. | 


We all know that, at the time Mr. Trist had the 
negoulation of the treaty in hand, and at the time 
it was concluded, Mexico peremptorily refused to 
grant one inch of the right of way across the Isth- 
mus. *la consequence of this fact, we undertook 
to negotiate with New Granada tor the right of 
way across the Isthmus of Panama. ‘This nego- 
tation was successful. She signed a treaty con- 
ferrmg that right; the United States signed 1t also; 
and it was unanimously confirmed by this body. 
The quesuon now before us is, shall we exercise 
the privilege which we gained under that treaty, 
thus negouated and confirmed? The obstacle now 
presented to action under that treaty, in reference 
to the right of way, is, that there may be a better 
way obtained possibly through the Republic of 
Mexico, and across the Isthmus of ‘Tehuantepec. 
setter or worse, Mr. President, what is that to us? 
ido not enter into the question of better or worse. 
We have no right, no treaty stipulation. That is 
enough for us. Mexico has refused to grant us the 
privilege, and we shall be intruders and trespassers 
to go there without a treaty supulation, and may be 
ordered off. 1 believe, sir, that | have read about 
as much as has been written upon the subject of 
the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, from the ume that 
Cortez had his first interview with the Emperor 
Montezuma; and when, full of that idea upon 
which Columbus had sailed west with all his fol- 
lowers, he proceeded himself to follow out the idea 
of getting to the east by proceeding west—when 
he asked him whether there was any commu- 








| in which it is exhibited in modern geographies. 
So well was the isthmus then known, that when « 


| from going there. 


Cortez discovered the Gulf, which bore his name, 
and which should properly bear it now, the ships 
that made the voyage were carried across the 
isthmus in pieces. More than that: when the 
Casile of San Juan of Ulua was furnished with 
guns, part of them were brought from the Phil- 
pine Islands across this isthmus. 

But, sir, we all know that this Government 
offered an immense sum of money to Mexico for 
this right of way, and that all applications upon 
the subject have been peremptorily reyected. Now, 
after this refusal on the partof Mexico, if she finds 
this Government employed in doing the very thing 
she has refused us permission to do, will she not 
resist the usurpation on our part with all the means 
in her power? [| state this as the preliminary 
objection—an objection more liu possivle lo over- 
come than the barrier which divides the Atlantic 
and Pacific Oceans from each other. In what | 
have said, Mr. President, | speak for myself. 1 
say that | have read everything, from the ume of 
Cortez’s first interview with the Emperor on- 
tezuma and his first letter to Charles the Filth 
on the subject, to the present day. IL know the 
isthmus, and | know that we have no rigit to go 
there. We are politically and legally iterdicted 
Because, then, of the political 


| and legal views of the question which | have briefly 


—— a 





Mieation through his dominions to the sea, the |, 


Emperor informed him of the nearest mode of | 


passage, and brought out for Cortez’s inspection 


the geography of his domains, showing him the | 


boundaries of the isthmus, and the approaches by 
water en both sides, in nearly pe same manner 


| 


| 
' 
| 
i 


stated, | feel myself interdicted from making any 
inquiry upon the subject whatsoever; wholly so. 
Now, Mr. President, with respect to the nature 
of this route. The bill which is before the Senate 
is to supply an immediate and temporary want. 
We now have possessions on the Pacific coast of 
our continent, and we desire to have communica- 
tion with those possessions. We wish communi- 


| cation now for immediate use, and besides that, 


we desire another for future permanent use. ‘lhe 
bill which is before the Senate is to provide us 
with that communication—a communication neces- 
sary to be used immediately, and which, with 
respect to us, will be a temporary measure. 

lt is now about thirty years since | first took up 
the idea of a communication between the Pacilic 
and Atlantic for commercial purposes. It had been 
brought forward by Mr. Jetierson, after La Salle. 
It is about thirty years since | took up the idea 
where Mr. Jefferson left it off; since which tune 
my mind has been occupied with the project of an 
American road to India by @ route which shail go 
through our own dominion, and, although totally 
eclipsed by the modern projectors of such roads, L 
have been very laboriously occupied for about 
thirty years in collecting intormauion necessary to 
establish such a road—as to what is necessary for 
the establishment of an American road—one which 


I happened to say, and wrote it down full thirty | 
| years ago, might be established immediately with | 
| the aid of the k'ederal Government; and, even with- | 


out that aid, would be eventually established by 


| the progress of events and the force of circumstan- | 
I wrote down those words, sir, and had them 

therefore | 
paid some attention to this subject; and, in all that | 
t have done upon this bill, | have had my eyes 

steadily fixed upon two great branches of the ques- | 
for instant use, anda | 
permanent road for the use of ourselves and of our | 


ces. 


printed full thirty years ago. 1 have 


tion—an immediate ro 


posterity, for all ume to come, through the heart 


of our country, and which shall be an American | 


road. In undertaking, and in entering, as | have 
done, cheerfully and cordially, into the spirit of a 
bill which promises the quickest accomplishment 
of a passage over the Isthmus of Panama, across 
the continent at its narrowest point, | have consid- 
ered it only as a part of a great system—only as a 


step, a preliminary step—only as a something to | 


be used temporarily until we can accomplish our 
own great work. As the bill first came gnto the 


| Senate, it provided for the continuance of the con- 


tract for twenty years; as the amendment now 


| stands, the time is reduced to ten years, and may 


be put an end to after that period by joint resolu- 
tion of the two Houses of Congress. Well, sir, I 
like the amendment better than the original. We 
can use this projected road for ten years, and if at 
the end of that time we have an American road 
ready, we can put an end to the contract and use 


our own road; if we have not, we may let it stand | 


until the next year, and the next, and soon until 
we have our own road ready. 


Sir, 1 consider this temporary road—for us it is | 
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temporary, for other nations it may be perma- 
nent—across the Isthmus of Panama as a step 
towards the accomplishment of the great design 
which Mr. Jefferson conceived after La Saile, and 
for the accomplishment of which | have been col- 
lecting information and studying the details for 
thirty years. I intend to bring ina bill for com- 
mencing the construction of such a road. My view 
is not changed, I regard this route across the 
Isthmus of Panama as a temporary way, to be 
used only untl we get our own. lam for no per- 
manent road outside of my own country. I am 
for no permanent foreign road over America, either 
across the Isthmus of Darien or Tehuantepec, or 
anywhere else. | am only for temporary meas- 
ures with respect to any of them, and | am for 
taking the one which can be got first. If we under- 
take to institute a comparison between different 
routes, even if we have a legal and political right 
to do so, the very object for which | want a road 
outside of our own country is lost. | want no 
permanent road outside of our own country. I 
have no idea of doing anything permanent outside 
of our own country. I have no idea of going into 
any expenditure or bargain or arrangement for 
such a road, which is to continue for a moment 
after we are in a condition to use our own. J am 
in the situation, in regard to this road, of a man 
who has no house: he goes into shelter until he has 
tuume to build a house. | am in the situation of a 
man who has to cross a creek on alog; he uses the 
log unul he has tme to builda bridge. Phe whole 
plan and conception of the bill which I support turns 
on the idea of prompt use and possession while we 
are without aroad of ourown. Sir, should we not 
present a pretty figure in undertaking to make a 
road through the dominions of any Power, for the 
transportation of persons, or for the transportation 
of military and naval supplies, without the per- 
mission of that Government? What would be- 
come of it, sir, if we should enter into this exami- 
nation and determine to invest some millions of 
dollars, no matter how many, in making a road 
across the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, and when 
done the Mexican Government should say, In ex- 
pending your money here you have made a mis- 
take; you applied for permission to make this road, 
and were refused; you nevertheless went on and 


| made the road; we will enjoy the benefit of it; we 


are much obliged to you for the money which you 
have Jaid out tor our benefit?) Mr. President, Yio 
not go back to the topography of this isthmus. I 
believe | know it pretty well. 1 believe | have 
studied it in the letters of Cortez to the Emperor 
Charles the Fifth, and in the luminous work of 
Humboldt, and in something since. But I have no 
use for that knowledge now. A preliminary ques- 
tion shuts it out—the political and legal question. 
We have no right to do it, and that shuts it out 
from all consideration with me. 

Mr. DOWNS. I was in hopes that the refer 
ence of this bill would be made, for we are cer- 
tainly too much in the dark to act promptly upon 
so grave a matter. Doubtless, the Senator from 
Missouri, upon this subject as upon many others, 
is better informed than some other Senators, but 


| | must suppose, Mr. President, that as he has not 
Pt ’ 


_ the Senate deeide upon this matter. 


yet given to the Senate information which is satis- 
factory to my mind at least on this subject, his 
information ia not so full~as it ought to be before 
The honor- 
able Senator from Missouri wants to act immedi- 
ately; he wants the work done quickly. 1 am in 
in favor of prompt action myself. 1 would like 
prompt action in relation to other important ques- 
tions, but there is such a thing as going too fast, 
and we very often go too fast here, sir. We vote 
millions of dollars without seeming to know what 
we are doing. This bill, as | understand, em- 
braces two millions and a half of dollars, to be 
expended upon a contract which is to continue for 
ten years. I have serious doubts whether it will 
be advisable or practicable for thé Government, 
even if it were done, to use this road. I have still 
greater doubts whether a better communication 
could not be obtained elsewhere, and |, for one, 
am not prepared to vote for this measure until I 
am satisfied that it is the best route that can be 
obtained. . : 

Now, the gentleman from Missouf suggests as 
an insuperable political difficulty that we have not 
got the legal consent of Mexico to the Tehuante- 
pee route. 1 do not apprehend any difficulty in 
that respect. I have endeavored to inform myself, 
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so far as I was able, in regard to this matter, and 
I do not find, so far as the facts are open, that any 
man is apthorized to say that a proper arrange- 
ment on this subject may not be made with Mexi- 
co. True, it has been rejected once, as has been 
stated, but if rejected when applicauion was first 
made, it may not be again. Everything is changed 
with Mexico since that time. Then the vast com- 
merce of the Pacific Ocean was not considered of 
80 much consequence as it is now by the whole 
civilized world; it was not considered of so much 
consequence as it is now, when the eyes of the 
whole civilized world are turned to the subject. The 
policy of Mexico has changed. They may take a 
very different view of the subject from that which 
was taken eight months ago. I think we have 
had some slight warning lately not to go into this 
matter very hasuly. 

i had no expectation that the subject would come 
up to-day, or I should have been better prepared 
with facts in relation to the subject, but I refer par- 
ticularly to the accounts recently brought by the 
steamer Crescent City from this great line of com- 
munication with the Pacific through Chagres and 
Panama. I allude to the difficulty of constructing 
a road through that route; not the temporary but 
the natural difficulties; the obstacles which nature 
herself interposes; the pestilence that exists there, 





the unhealthiness of the climate, the almost inter- |} 
minable sickness that prevails, as well as the very | 
great difliculty of maintaining possession. All these | 


difficultts come fresh upon my own mind, and | 


conceive that the objections to the establishment | 


‘| part of the commerce will, for a great length of | 
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tion. I understand that a celebrated French engi- || 


neer has surveyed the line of coast with a view of 
pointing out the most favorable position for the 
landing of vessels. ‘These are matters upon which 


| admit | have not so much knowledge as I ought 
| to have, before being called upon to act. 


| any harbor there? 


Is there 
Is there any harbor that can 
Is it nota fact that vessels cannot ride 


Again, how is it on the Pacific side? 


be made? 


there, but have to lie out seven miles from the | 


shore, in consequence of shoal water? Another 
fact that | am informed of, and which I believe to 


| be correct, is, that vessels experience great diffi- | 


culty in leaving port when tie wind is northwest, 
which generally prevails there. 1 understand that 


| vessels are detained someumes for weeks before 
| they can leave port; but to this detention steam 


vessels would not be subject; but the principal 


What will 


time, be carried on in sailing vessels. 


| be the result, then, if vessels may be detained for 


of a passage over that route, | do not say that they || 
are conclusive, but they are sufficient at least to || 
induce us to pause, to look around us and see |} 


whether we shall not be throwing away the money 
in atlempting to make this road. 


At ny rate, if || 


the bill be not referred, 1 do hope that the Senator | 


from Missouri, or some other Senator, may be 


able to give us satisfactory information upon cer- | 


tain points connected Mw ith the subject. 
‘There are, Mr. President, political questions of 


another character connected with this subject; there | 
are reasons Why, if a better one can be obtained, | 
1 do not think this route ought to be selected. We | 


must have achannel of communication somewhere 
leading to the Pacific. 


of communication, we ought te fix it in a place | 


that will best. promote the interests of commerce || 


. . | 
and the interests of our country in every respect. 


Now, there is one very serious difficulty; we see 
it illustrated in the very news that comes up from 
that quarter—the proposed route passes directly 
under the guns of an English fortress. There it 
stands in the route of every steamer that goes to 
Chagres. Il am not one of those who dread the 
power of England, but I must confess that, in a 
great thoroughfare of this kind—calculating the 
possibility that we may have a difficulty with that 
great nation—I must confess that this is, to my 
mind, objectionable, particularly upon a route over 
which we must send our army. It seems to me 
that we ought not to place ourselves in this position 
in regard to that nation. Even supposing it to 
be unimportant in a military point of view, in a 
commercial view it is very important. Estab- 
lish this route, and, in my opinion, from the indi- 
cations before alluded to, you will have made the 


Briush ports in Jamaica the great depdét of the | 


communication between the two oceans. They 
have good harbors, and they are in a healthy 
position, This will be the place where goods 
will be reshipped, instead of that unhealthy place, 
Chagres, where strangers are subject to that loath- 
some disease which prevails there for a great part 
of the year. And, in consequence of the situation 
of that route, England will enjoy the principal part 
of the advantages derived from it. These are some 
of the reasons why I thought we ought not to 
proceed hastuly, why I wanted to obtain further 
information before being called upon to act on the 
subject. Agdin, sir, | should like to know the 
situation, the capacity, and safety of the harbors of 
Chagres and Panama. Are they suitable; can they 
be made suitable or practicable? In some of the 
information which has come to my knowledge on 
this subject, it appears, unless I am much misin- 
formed from the report of an able engineer, that 
the present harbor of Chagres is altogether unsuit- 
able for such a purpose. There are many difficul- 
ties in the way. ‘There are dangerous rocks at 
the entrance of the harbor, and the winds and cur- 
rent prevailing there render it unsafe for naviga- 








| est arguments against it. 


weeks together? 
sideration. 
Again, Mr. President, I find it suggested ina 
report which I have seen made upon this subject 
elsewhere, that it is very important to have a com- 
munication across some part of the isthmus, In 
consequence of the injury which some classes of 
goods undergo by crossing the equator, in their 
passage round from one ocean to the other. Now, 


This is a very important con- 


| it seems to me that the objection appiies with equal 


force to a voyage within the tropics. ‘The isthmus 
at Chagres is near the equator, and it is a damp 
and sickly climate, a journey through which is 
much more likely to produce sickness than a sea 


voyage. I think this ought to be one of the strong- |) 
If we can obtain a route || 


where it is not so sickly, which would be safer, 
and which would be in other respects superior to 
this, I think we ought to procure it. 1 concur in 


all the arguments that have been advanced here in | 


favor of obtaining a speedy communication. 1 
know very well it is desirable that it should be ac- 


complished as soon as possible; but that is not the | 


question now. Thé question is, whether we shall 
go oy and adopt the proposition which is presented 


|| to us without a full consideration of all the sub- 
In selecting that channel | 


jects connected with it. I think we ought to pause 
and examine those subjects. 
in such a hurry? ‘The gentleman says we wanta 
a to the Pacific, and we want it speedily, 


ecause we have vast possessions upon that coast, | 
and it is necessary to transport supplies and mili- | 


tary forces. As to supplies, perhaps you may 
need some; but I venture to say, that if you get 
this communication, and the United States ever 
carry a barrel of pork or flour there, it will cost 
more than they would have to pay for those articles 
there on the spot. ‘There will soon be supplies in 
abundance on that coast without carrying them 
across the isthmus. Besides, this road cannot be 


made in & day; it requires time; and, whey the || 
necessary time does elapse, the demand for neces- | 
saries there, on the part of the Government, at | 
any rate, will not be so great as gentlemen seem to | 


suppose. 
There is another consideration connected with 


this subject which I think is worthy of attention. | 
| The policy of our GovePnment has become averse | 
Now, whatever opinion | 


to internal improvement. J L 
may be entertained upon this subject in relation to 
our affairs at home, | certainly think there should 
be great caution used when it is proposed to ém- 
bark in a new schemé of improvement abroad. 
Shall it be said that we will refuse to make a small 


appropriation to improve the navigation of a river | 


at home, in which boats are lost every day, and 
yet that we shall give two and a half millions at 
once for an improvement abroad; and not only 
this, but we must take it hastily, we must go right 


on, we@must swallow it down, just as itis, night | 
I should like to see how gentlemen | 


or wrong? _ see 
who vote for a measure of this kind, granting two 


millions and a half of dollars at once, cannot vote | 
for some little petty improvement at home, such | 


as removing a snag or the improvement of a harbor 
where our own people suffer for the want of such 
improvement every day. I do not know, sir, that 
we have got such an abundance of money, that we 
are so free from debt, that we are so perfectly rich, 
that we have got so little use for our money at 


| home, that-we must go abroad and make a railroad 


for the whole world—for this is agroute for the 


‘| whole world to cross the isthmus. I do hope, sir, 


Why should we be | 





ao 

ily as the Senator seems to desire, I bine — 
quires serious reflection. Why should we do ee 

| this moment, when, by the next session of C - 
gress, we can have all the necessary information 

| on the subject? If this be the best route thene ia 
no danger that it will not be selected then: if ithe 
not, we shall have time to find it out. But oe 

go into it, once sign the bond, and there is no . 
parting from it. Having embarked in the work. 
we must proceed, whether it be advisable or not, 

| All I ask Is, that we shall.obtain the necessary io 
formation; and, if we cannot obtain it at this ges. 
| sion, that we shall delay the matter until the next 
| session of Congress, until that information js ob. 
tained. 

_ Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, I regret exceed. 

ingly that this poor motion of mine, brought for. 

ward with the best intentions, and Surely most 
respectful, both in form and substance, shoyid 
have found so little favor in the eyes of the honor. 
able Senator from Missouri, and have provoked 

| him to so decided an exhibition of fierce and vehe- 
ment opposition. That Senator is much more for. 

_ tunate than it is customary for even Senators to be: 
his stock of knowledge is already so large that he 
stands in need of no additional information from 
any quarter. He has, it seems, read everything 

| that has been published upon Mexico and Mexi- 
can people, their institutions and their manners, 
their soil and their climate, their broad expanse of 

solif terra firma, and their watery domain of gulfs 

| and rivers and streamlets—from the period when 

Cortez and his adventurous band first stepped upon 

| the shores of this romantic region down to the 

dull period of the world’s history, in which we are 

; enacting our humble part in the grand drama of 

| human life. 

Yes, sir, everything containing instruction wor- 

| thy of acquisition, whether book, pamphlet, or 

newspaper, seeking to give the world a single new 

idea about Mexico and her people, which has ever 
yet seen the light—all, all have been devoured by 
the honorable Senator from Missouri, yea, and 
thoroughly digested too. He stands in need of no 
additional information upon any point involved in 

| the measure under consideration. He has been 

specially exploring the mysteries connected with the 
two isthmuses named in my motion, for some thirty 

| years or more; and he feels it to be impossible that 
he could receive additional edification thereupon 
from any quarter whatever. Well, sir, 1 will not 
call in question the honorable Senator’s informa- 

| tion upon the subject before us, or upon any other 
subject; his reputation for all useful learning, and 
all valuable knowledge, places him entirely out of 
the reach either of my commendation or my criti- 
cism; but I beg leave to suggest to him, that if he 
is so thoroughly enlightened himself, (which f 
confess I had in part suspected before, ) it is nothing 
less than his duty, out of the abundance of his 
treasured wisdom, a little to illuminate the dark- 
ness of his less fortunate fellow-mortals; and that, 
being a prominent member of the Committee on 
Military Affairs, to which I have proposed to apply 
for instruction, in the shape of a report, at the 
present time, he cannot possibly, with an unof- 
fending conscience, do less than beam forth a few 
rays of mild illumination upon minds less gifted 
than his own. 

Sir, the honorable Senator from Missouri, ac- 
cording to his own account of himself, is the very 
man of all others from whom we are authorized to 
| expect sound counsel upon the respective advan- 
| tages of the two routes across the continent. Why 

is it that he refuses to instruct us as a memberof the 

Military Committee? I do not know how it may 
be with others, but as for myself, I freely declare, 

| that in my judgment, the man who, having more 

of such knowledge as may be useful to his kind 
than his fellows, secretes his intellectual treasures 
from the view of his brother mortals, and ‘ hiding 
his light under a bushel,’’ with more than stoical 
rigidity refuses to impart wholesome instruction to 
those whom he perceives to be wandering in dark- 
ness and in gloom, is less excusable than is he who 
| unfeelingly spurns the starving beggar from his 
| door. It has always seemed to me that there is 
| something quite peculiar in what we call knowledge, 

‘| whieh brilliantly distinguishes it from all other 

_ things deemed estimable among men. It is this: 

| of all our earthly ssions it is the only one 

| which derives its chief dignity from participation. 

Wisdom, for all purposes of philanthropic enjoy- 

* 
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